
IN THE INTERIM 

We have ministered together for four short 

months. And already we can see, thanks to 

God, some positive changes in 

congregational life. For one, some of our 

members have returned. Snowbirds and 

summer folk have come back, and we can 

feel the start of a warm new season. This has 

meant a few more members at worship, and 

the reintroduction of the 8:30 am early 

services with Holy Communion. In addition, 

some from our congregation have called 

requesting pastoral visits, which is 

encouraging. Let us continue to reach out and 

invite newcomers to church. 

Two, after much planning and preparation 

our annual meeting went very smoothly. 

Annual reports came in on time so we could 

read them in advance. People listened to one 

another and abided by democratic process at 

the meeting. On July 1st we begin the new 

church year with some new officers, 

committee chairs and members as well as 

those continuing in their positions. Thanks to 

our outgoing leaders, who served through a 

certain degree of turbulence but tried to 

follow Christ’s way. In partnership with our 

lay leadership, may I ask everyone, regular 

and associate members, to pledge (make a 

financial promise) this year as it will 

doubtless be a turning point in the life of this 

church?  

Three, our buildings and campus are getting 

spruced up behind the scenes by our trustees 

and volunteers. Our lights, including one at 

the flagpole, have been replaced with energy-

saving LEDs.  Chandeliers have been 

cleaned. Doors and windows have been 

secured. Sidings have been power-washed. 

The kitchen has been inventoried and 

reorganized. The parish hall chairs have been 

cleaned. Plans are even being made to 

address aging pew cushions. Is there still 

someone out there, who cares about our 

environment, and will take our recycling to 

the local transfer station once a month? 

Finally, we are beginning to enter a new stage 

of our interim ministry. We are brain-

storming how we can do the necessary 

internal work of the church, but offer new 

programs to reach out to minister to the 

nearby community. Will it be having a small 

lay-led group to discuss religious topics of 

interest? Will it be future Interim Focus 

Groups to talk about how small churches can 

make a difference in this world? Will it be 

having receiving lines after worship outside 

our sanctuary so our ministry can be seen? 

Will it be hoisting the American flag on 

Memorial Day as well as displaying the 

rainbow flag in June? Will it be sponsoring 

walkers and serving refreshments after the 

HECH walk on July 11th? Will it be opening 

our campus for the Church Fair on August 

10th and making an effort to invite 

newcomers to help us? Will it be hosting a 

Strawberry Social with swing band music 

under our trees on August 11th?  

Thanks to everyone, who have shown 

enduring faith and remarkable resilience! 

And thanks to those members, who have 

persevered to serve our community outside 

our walls with our Thrift Shop as well as 

Hands of Hope, Pine Oaks, Harwich 

Ecumenical Council for the Homeless, the 

Children’s Center, Harwich Conservation 

Trust, Maplewood Brewster, the 

UCC/Barnstable Association and in other 

ways. These remain significant tangible 

touch-points to a wider network of caring and 

sharing to which Jesus calls us.  



Let us enjoy this well-deserved summer of 

relaxation, refreshment and reunion. And at 

the same time, in the spirit of Jesus, let us 

look for new ways to begin to reach out to 

strangers, newcomers, seekers, returnees, 

those searching for a new church home. Let 

us continue to rebuild our church, where God 

is still very present and ever forgiving, 

compassionate, and grace-filled. 

With gratitude and summer blessings, 

Pastor Dianne 

       


