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IN THE INTERIM 

Friends, near and far, 
      This December, with its five 
Sundays, marks our entrance into the 
preparatory season of Advent and joy-
ful celebration of Christmas. Let us 
raise our heads from the mundane, 
look toward the heavens above Bethle-
hem, and take one step at a time with 
hope, peace, joy and love. Take a deep 
breath. 
      The world tells us that before 
Halloween Christmas already arrived. 
Big box stores and super giant markets 
stock-piled their aisles with bags of 
Christmas candies and shiny green and 
red decorations. Let us slow down so as 
not to be impulsive, avoid some of the 
unnecessary trappings, and stay fo-
cused on the path of faith. Take a deep 
breath. 

Some may already have needed 
to remember those loved-ones farther 
away, either by card, letter or package. 
We have family and friends around the 
country and abroad. And there are dip-
lomats and military stationed in un-
named hot spots. Do not be afraid to 
communicate your affection and hope 
that they will come home safely some-
day. Take a deep breath. 

Go ahead; unpack your well-
used wreath, or find your freshly scent-
ed and perfectly-shaped evergreen, 
which set this season apart from any 
other. But calm down when you cannot 
locate those purple and pink Advent 
candles, or just right bow, which you 
were so sure you stored in the same-
place last year. Remember the straw in 
the manger? Take a deep breath. 
     Before we know it, we will be 
singing those haunting Advent hymns 
like “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” or 
filling the sanctuary at our Christmas 
Concert to hear well-loved pieces, both 
read and sung. Memories of other con-

gregations, other choirs and Handel’s 
stand-out, stand-up oratorio, Messi-
ah, will return. Take a deep breath. 
      At worship on the third Sunday 
of Advent, we include a little chil-
dren’s pageant. Remember when you 
were the littlest angel, the spotlight 
focused on you in white with a spark-
ly halo and wings, and you fainted! 
Remember when your little boy was 
one of those lowly shepherds and at 
the last minute decided to take off in 
the wrong direction? Life happens. 
Christ, the Good Shepherd, seeks and 
cares for any lost sheep. Take a deep 
breath. 
     By the fourth, we settle into a 
semblance of peaceful quiet when the 
bell choir rings and our church carillon 
is heard. It is very dark and rather 
cold outside at night, except for the 
stars. The winter solstice just oc-
curred; happy druids lit torches and 
danced around Stonehenge as Pueblo 
people checked where the morning 
rays of the sun marked their ancient 
site. Follow the Star of Bethlehem. 
Take a deep breath. 
      Before we know it, Christmas 
will arrive—that glorious day when 
the freshness of love, inexplicable 
blessing in God’s gift, and the great 
joy of having finally arrived is deeply 
felt. It will have mattered if we took 
the time this month to take those 
deep breaths. We will be glad that we 
drew on an ancient spiritual practice, 
meditating, praying, inhaling the air 
around us, receiving the gift of life, 
and preparing for the birth of the Ba-
by Jesus, God’s Beloved, Immanuel, 
God-with-us, and Christ-in-us. 
Wishing you a blessed and holy 
Christmas, 
Pastor Dianne 

 . . . While they were 

there, the time came 

for her to deliver her 

child. 7 And she gave 

birth to her firstborn 

son and wrapped him 

in bands of cloth, and 

laid him in a manger, 

because there was no 

place for them in the 

inn. 

         ~Luke 2:6-7 



5th Elainer Bolinder 

 Kay Cima 

9th Pat Avery 

 Sarah Moyle 

13th Lori Martin 

14th Lorraine Frederickson 
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PRAYERS 

CHRISTMAS SERMON 
1543 

FLOWERS  
FOR OUR  
CHANCEL 

FELLOWSHIP 
 SCHEDULE 

Richard Thompson 

May 12 1933— 

         November 19, 2019 

Clara Slockbower 

March 28, 1935— 

                October 29, 2019 
 

May they rest in peace 
and rise in glory. 

Solace & Peace  

Families of Richard Thompson 

Rev. Dahler Hayes  

Healing & Comfort 

Kathy LaPlant 

Thomas Long 

Segalls’ friend Al Winchell 

Adelle Babin’s cousin Betsy 

Char’s son Jonathan 

Brian Siegel 

Edie’s granddaughter Heidi 

Mark Curran 

Bill Johns 

Cindy Moyle Swick 

Betty Swick 

Miles  

Joys & Celebrations  

Rev. Terry Newberry on the 50th anni-

versary of his Ordination 

Marilyn Rossetti elected to Hartford 

City Council 

all who make children welcome in our 

church 

Voting in the Southern New England 

Conference/UCC to begin January 1st 

Jonathan 

Ian   

Community & World 

stability in our nation during Impeach-

ment Hearings, healing after natural 

disasters, the hungry, the homeless, 

sick, those suffering from addictions, 

anxiety and depression, all servicemen 

and women, first responders, caregiv-

ers, family and friends of victims of 

White supremacist terrorism and gun 

violence, and for peace and justice in 

the U.S. and around the world. 

DECEMBER 
Auxiliary Committees: 

Personnel, Nominating, 

Justice & Peace 
   What you have to provide: 
lemon, 2 bricks of cheese and 

milk when coffee is served.  
Some folks like to bring baked 
goods.  During all months 
(except the summer) coffee, tea 

& crackers are in the kitchen 

or closet. Remember you can 

ask anyone to help out. Call 

Nancy Segall at 508-896-

9695. 

The inn was full . . . There 

are many of you who 
think to yourselves: “If 

only I had been there! 
How quick I would have 
been to help the baby!” 

Why don’t you do it now? 
You have Christ in your 

neighbor. You ought to 
serve your neighbor, for 
what you do to your 

neighbor in need you do 
to the Lord Christ him-

self.” ~Martin Luther’s 
Christmas Sermon from 
1543. 

Remember, memorialize, cel-

ebrate and honor God’s 

House with flowers . . .  

  If you wish to offer flowers 

to our Sunday services of 

worship, please fill out the 

Flower Chart, found on the 

bulletin board in the narthex. 

The assigned deacon for the 

month will contact you to 

confirm your order and to 

clarify the exacts words you 

wish to include in our bulle-

tins. Or call Lynn Carver at 

508-717-1989 or Judy Sulli-

van at 508-432-5526 or 508-

237-4611. 

THANK YOU 

IN LOVING 
MEMORY 

BIRTHDAYS &  
ANNIVERSARIES 
 IN DECEMBER 

Thank you for your prayers, phone calls, 

cards and kindnesses extended to me 

during my recovery period before and 

after surgery on my broken arm. PRAY-

ERS really do work. I’m blessed the Lord 

placed me in the hands of great surgeons 
and their team and guided them through 

successful surgery, and for kind neigh-

bors, friends and particularly my church 

friends.      ~DeeDee Dyer  

Still Life With Bible by Vincent 
VanGogh, 1885. 
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MUSICAL NOTES 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

UCC/SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND EVENTS 

   As I sit down to share with you a 
brief wrap–up of the Southern New 
England Conference, UCC which 
Nancy Smith and I attended on 
Nov. 1 & 2nd in Worcester, I cannot 
help but immediately recall the 
theme of the conference was UN-
BOUND. The word was ever pre-
sent behind the stage for all to see, 
boldly. In different ways we were 
asked to consider in what ways we 
are BOUND 
   The story tellers reminded us of 
how Lazarus was bound and dead 
in the tomb. Jesus called him out. 
Scripture tells us in John 11:43-44. 
Jesus called, in a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet 
wrapped in strips of linen, and a 
cloth around his face. Jesus said to 
them, “Take off the grave clothes 
and let him go.”  
   As Christians we are called to do 
the unbinding work of Love and 
Justice in a world hungry for hope 
and complete restoration. In Satur-
day morning’s worship we were en-

couraged to pick up the strips 
of muslin laid at our feet and 
as part of an unbinding prayer 
to ask ourselves,“How have I 
been bound? Where have I 
participated in binding others?” 
We were then invited to unbind 
the knots and feel the release.  
   Valerie Kaur, who is the 
founder of the Revolutionary 
Love Project, tells us that 
change lies in Revolutionary 
Love; No one is a stranger.  
She is quoted by saying, “What 
if the darkness of the nation 
right now is not the darkness 
of the tomb, but the darkness 
of the womb? What if this is 
the time of great transition?”  
   Together, as one- the Con-
necticut, Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island Conferences have 
joined to strengthen our minis-
tries. Our United Covenant  de-
clares we are Living the Love 
and Justice of Jesus.  
   As a special note the Confer-
ence honored the 50- year Or-
dinands. Among them is our 
former pastor, the Rev.  
Charles T. Newberry. “Terry” as 
he is fondly referred to at First 
Church was ordained on Octo-
ber 29, 1969.  
   As space is limited it is im-
possible to completely recap an 
important meeting as we were 
privileged to attend along with 
Pastor Dianne’s husband, Rev. 
Stephen Washburn. Therefore, 
we encourage you to check out 
additional information at 
macucc.org. In addition, we 
are available after church to 
answer any questions you may 
have. 
 
Peace,  
Shirley Mashoke and Nancy 
Smith 
UCC Delegates 

Upcoming Musical Events 
 

Christmas Concert 

Saturday Dec. 7, 3:00 PM. 

Choir, solos, instruments, nar-

ration of the Christmas Story 

by Rev. Arakawa. Carols and 

popular Christmas songs, sung 

by everyone.  

Reception to follow. 
 

Children’s Pageant 

during Sunday church service, 

Dec. 15. 
 

Bell Choir plays Christmas 

songs, during Sunday church 

service, Dec. 22. 
 

Caroling at Rosewood, Sun-

day, Dec. 22, 1:00 p.m.. Meet 

at Rosewood. 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight-

service, Tuesday Dec. 24, 

7:00 PM. Choir, solos, and in-

struments, with singing of Si-

lent Night. 

                      ~Marcia Hempel 

Follow the Star  
 

December 1
st
 10:30 am   

First Advent Service of Hope with Holy Communion 
December 7

th
 3 pm  

Christmas Concert with narration of Christmas Story 
December 8

th
 10:30 am   

Second Advent Service of Peace  
December 15

th
 10:30 am  

Third Advent Service of Joy with Children’s Pageant 
December 22

nd
 10:30 am  

Fourth Advent Service of Love with Bell Choir 
December 24

th
 7 pm 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Choir and Carols 
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ALL GOD’S CHILDREN 

THE DEACONS’ DOOR 

 LIBBY ARNOLD  
STEVENS CORNER 

THRIFT SHOP 

   Many thanks to all volun-

teers and donors. We have 
been able to transfer 

$29,500 to the church in 
the first five months of this 

fiscal year. 
   The Thrift Shop is open 

Wed., Thurs., Fri., and Sat. 
from 10 to 2:30. 

   If you have a few hours 
available, we always wel-

come new volunteers. It's 
great fun and a valuable 

service to the church. 
   Please note: The Thrift 

Shop will be closed Decem-

ber 26, 27 and 28. We will 
re-open on January 2, 

2020. 
 

     ~Lynn Carver 

SUNDAY LECTIONARY  
READINGS 

NEW CHURCH  
DIRECTORY  

DOLLARS & SENSE 

The Deacons’ Door . . .  

It’s always open! 
       , 

     The Deacons are beginning 
to look into a program which 

has been sponsored by the 
UCC for a few years.“Called To 
Care” is designed to help 

those who visit/support others 
to learn and improve on their 

skills.  
     We will keep you updated. 
“God loves each of us as if 

there were only one of us”. 
~St. Augustine 

May God bless us all  
 
         ~Lynn Bitzer 

     It is our tradition to use the 

Lectionary, with designated He-

brew Bible, Psalm, Epistle and 

New Testament readings, and 

the New Revised Standard Ver-

sion of the Bible for our worship 

services, with exceptions. Listed 

below are our Sunday Lection-

ary readings for this month.  

     Parishioners and liturgists 

find it useful to read these des-

ignated Scripture in advance of 

our services in order to familiar-

ize themselves with the texts 

and be more ready to hear our 

sermons and participate in our 

worship.  

Sun., Dec. 1 First Sunday of 

Advent Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 122 

Romans 13:11-14 Matthew 

24:36-44  

Sun., Dec. 8 Second Sunday of 

Advent Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 

72:1-7, 18-19 Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3:1-12  

Sun., Dec. 15 Third Sunday of 

Advent Isaiah35:1-10 Psalm 

146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55 

James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2-11  

Sun., Dec. 22 Fourth Sunday of 

Advent Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18-25  

Sun., Dec. 29 First Sunday af-

ter Christmas Isaiah 63:7-9 

Psalm 148 Hebrews 2:10-18 

Matthew 2:13-23  

Please be sure to use your 
pledge envelopes for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
for needed additional contri-
butions to First Church. We 
need your continued support. 
                 ~Tom Jahnke 

    In November we were (and 

are) especially grateful for the 

ongoing support for the Chris-

tian Education program here at 

First Church. We have about six 

children attending Sunday 

School and a few more attend-

ing Childcare. The children are 

a joy to have in church for the 

Children’s Moment and at their 

fellowship time upstairs in the 

Parish House with our dynamic 

childcare workers. Please be 

sure to attend church on De-

cember 15th so the children can 

share some Christmas Hope, 

Peace, Joy and Love with us all. 

It was a pleasure to help make 

our first Community Supper 

with Trevor the Juggler a suc-

cess. Hopefully, our good works 

will spread out into the commu-

nity and we will make more 

new friends in the future.  

     Christian Education has cre-

ated a pamphlet that has infor-

mation about Sunday School 

and Childcare. If anyone has an 

idea where these can be distrib-

uted, please let us know. In 

December the children (of all 

ages) will be looking expectant-

ly towards the manger and get-

ting ready to receive all the 

gifts of the season. May we be 

the light that shines for all who 

are seeking. 

         ~Shirley Mashoke 

New First Church Directo-

ries are available. You 
may pick them up from 

the church office. This 
year we have included our 

Church Covenant and the 
2020 Church Calendar. 
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MISSION/OUTREACH BOARD 
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In December, as we become involved with giving to our families and 

personal friends, with appreciation to God for the many gifts in our 

lives, may we reach out to others who are more needy, that we may 

bring love and blessings to them. Here are ways for giving offered 

here at First Church: 

 

SHIRLEY MONTGOMERY MEMORIAL KNITTING 

TREE 

The Knitting Tree graces our sanctuary during De-

cember as it awaits the arrival of warm gifts for 

needy families.  Please hang your offerings on the 

tree on Dec. 1, 8 or 15. These will be distributed to 

our neighbors by the Council of Churches. Hand knit 

and purchased items – hats, mittens, gloves and 
scarves, etc. – are appreciated. 

 
HANDS OF HOPE OUTREACH CENTER 

Suggestions for gifts that will be collected on December 2 & 9. The Out-
reach Center provides only NEW gifts.  Donations should be UN-
WRAPPED.  Please – no gifts that require batteries unless you provide 
them. FOR CHILDREN: Any educational toys, expecially ages 5 
through 12; trucks and cars, legos, dolls, crayons and markers with 
drawing pads, art sets, craft sets, board games (not checkers), books, 
sporting equipment, all types of balls, and items  related to current fads. 
FOR YOUTH: Gift certificates for CDs and/or books, gift certificates  for 
clothing stores, flannel pajama-bottoms, fleece jackets, sweatshirts,  
nail polish or make-up kits,  art supplies, sporting equipment such as 
basketballs, soccer balls, baseballs and bats, hats & gloves, clothing 
with Patriots, Red Sox, Bruins or Celtics log-
os. Please, NO JIGSAW PUZZLES OR TOYS 
PERTAINING TO WAR OR VIOLENCE! Gifts 
of money are always welcome to fill very spe-
cial requests  and to purchase items when the 
need arises. Please make checks payable to 
the  Hands of Hope Outreach Center, memo:   
“Christmas Program”. Bring to church by De-
cember 15. 

 

VETERANS OF THE CROSS  

For over 100 years the United Church of Christ has sponsored an ap-

peal for financial donations that are used for assistance to those who 

have served churches in the past and are now fac-

ing unexpected financial needs.The offering pro-

vides pension supplements, health premium help, 

emergency grants, as needed. Help First Church 

support this appeal.  An envelope is included for 

your gift. Checks should be made out to First Con-

gregational Church of Harwich; memo: Veterans of 

the Cross and add your envelope number. Bring to 

church on December 22 or mail to the church office. 

NOVEMBER CRAFT FAIR 
The Craft Fair that First Church 
hosted at the beginning of Novem-
ber was successful. The Church 
table realized $179; Book Sale 
$40; Food Café $68; Donations 
$50; Crafter Fees $245; for a grand 
total of $582. 

FOOD PANTRY CAMPAIGN 
24 very full bags of groceries plus 
$95 was donated to help the Food 
Pantry. 
 

         ~Lorraine Frederickson 

 

Dear Lord  

 

Please bless the  

Christmas Trees.   

May their evergreen  

branches remind us of  

your everlasting  

goodness.  

May the glittering lights  

and shiny ornaments  

remind us of the light  

your son brought  

into the world.  

May the skirt wrapped round 

the pot and the roots remind us  

of your blanketing  

and protecting grace.  

May the gifts that  

surround these beautiful trees 

make us mindful of 

 the many gifts we have  

received from you.   

And may joy and peace  

nest in your branches,  

next to the spiders and  

the pickles, and the angels  

and the snowmen. 

 And may the star on the top 

remind us of another star, 

many years ago,  

that marked the way to find a 

little baby  

who came to save us.  

 

Amen 
 

~Gail Nickerson 
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DECORATE THE SANTUARY  AND HELP A BABY CENTER 

CABINET NOTES 

improvements in upkeep 

 The diaconate will ask the 

nominating committee for 

help filling open positions 

 John Bitzer introduced a list of 

repairs that need to be done 

in Broadbrooks and the Thrift 

Shop. Nancy made a motion 

to approve $5,700 for the re-

pairs. Tom seconded. Vote - 

unanimous 

 Pastor Dianne gave an update 

on the Christian Ed. programs 

- it is slowly coming together 

for both children and adults 

 There will be Sunday School 

every Sunday 9:30-10:15; 

Child Care 10:15-11:45. 

 Pastor Dianne talked about 

First Church’s need for more 

publicity and an expanded 

online presence   

New Business:  

 Mission/Outreach will have to 

reduce their donations in 

2020  

 The Hands for Hope Food 

Drive is on 11/17th - volun-

October 8th, 2019    

In attendance: Lorraine Fredrick-

son - Missions and Outreach, 

James Mashoke & Joanne Har-

rington - Co-Moderators, Becky 

Speakman - Clerk, Tom Jahnke - 

Treasurer, Dianne Arakawa - Pas-

tor & Christian Ed., Bob Buchan-

an & John Bitzer - Trustees, Nan-

cy Segall - Fellowship. Absent: 

Lynn Bitzer 

 

Meeting called to order at 5:01 

pm. 

The meeting opened with joys 

and concerns and a prayer by 

Pastor Dianne 

 

Old Business: 

 Nancy made a motion to ac-

cept the Treasurer’s report. 

Lorraine seconded. Vote 

unanimous 

 Lynn Carver gave an update 

on Memorial Garden - they 

are planning a new sign, new 

benches and some general 

teers are needed 

 The Deacons will be deliver-

ing food to shut-ins before 

this Thanksgiving   

 The CORE Speaker Series is 

a new program that brings 

education on specific issues 

- the first is about alterna-

tive medicine 

 Approval was granted to pay 

$240 for a juggler at the 

family spaghetti supper. 

Other Business: 

 Nancy went over the differ-

ent options for funeral re-

ceptions and made a re-

quest to include that infor-

mation in the funeral service 

sheet for families 

 Becky made a motion to 

consider by-laws changes in 

the future and adjourn 

meeting. Nancy seconded. 

Vote - unanimous 

 Jeep closed meeting with a 

prayer 

Meeting adjourned: 7:14 pm 

Respectfully submitted,    

Becky Speakman, Clerk 

 

    Rather than individual orders of Christmas poin-
settias again this year, we are encouraging mem-
bers to make a donation to jointly purchase a 
more modest Christmas poinsettia sanctuary dis-
play and at the same time support A BABY CEN-
TER that serves young children of Cape Cod. 
    This contribution to beautify our sanctuary at 
Christmas and support this important effort on be-
half of our fellow townsfolk is the true gift of 
Christmas. 
    Please be part of this loving partnership of mis-
sion with our community.  Your donation will be 
acknowledged in the Christmas Sunday bulletin 
along with the name of the person (s) your dona-
tion honors. 
    Please complete this form and forward your do-

nation to the Church Office, Attn: Poinsettias, 
First Congregational Church, 697 Main Street, 
Harwich MA 02645 or place in the Collection 
plate at worship. We need to receive it by Mon-
day. Dec. 16th. 
 

Name:____________________Phone:__________ 
 

My gift to decorate the Sanctuary at Christmas and 
support A Baby Center: 

( ) $12  ( ) $15  ( ) $20 ( )  Other $ 
_________________________________________ 

My gift is:  (  ) In Memory of   (  )  In Honor of   (  ) In 
Celebration of:   
________________________________________  

__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
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IN CASE OF  
CHURCH  

CANCELLATION 

FROM YOUR STAFF 

 

Rev. Dianne Arakawa, 

Interim Pastor 

Members of the Congregation, 

Ministers 

Marcia Hempel,  

Music Director & Organist 

Lynn Carver,  

Bell Choir Director 

Joanne Harrington,  

and 

Jeep Mashoke, 

Co-Moderators 

Tom Jahnke,  

Treasurer 

Rebecca Speakman, 

Clerk 

Lynn Bitzer,  

 Chair of the Deacons 

DeeDee Dyer, 

Vice-Chair of the Deacons 

Gail Nickerson,  

Secretary 

Paul Frederickson,  

Sexton 

 

CHURCH MINISTERS 

If inclement weather warns 
against opening the church for 

Sunday School and Worship, 
the Pastor will inform the of-
ficers and staff in advance. 

They will try to post messages 
on our church telephone, 
website and local TV channel, 

if these are working. The of-
ficers and deacons will also try 
to contact our members, as 

they are able. Please use your 
own best judgment, and reach 
out to our congregation. 
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