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Tuesday, February 18 is 

the deadline for  the 

March Beacon.  

IN THE INTERIM 

     Sometimes old-time Congregationalists re-
sist Lent, that six-week reflective and prepara-
tory period that begins with Ash Wednesday 
and ends with Holy Saturday. In fact, some 
resist the service of Ash Wednesday, at which 
we admit our imperfect and frail human condi-
tion, and when the pastor uses those stark 
Biblical words as she or he is applying the signs 
of the cross, From ashes we have come, and to 
ashes we will return. 
     Why? I suppose because to non-ecumenical 
Protestants it feels rather Catholic, or maybe 
because when they were growing up Ash 
Wednesday and Lent were de-emphasized. For 
example, if we look at the old Pilgrim Hymnal, 
we find very few hymns for this period. In con-
trast, my son’s Roman Catholic friend told him 
last year when she went to the Ash Wednes-
day noon service at a church on the Boston 
Seaport that almost a thousand people attend-
ed. They went in order to simply receive their 
ashes; some so they could feel that they had 
done what they were supposed to do by re-
ceiving a visible sign of their faith. She even 
inspired my son to go to his nearby United 
Church of Christ church for a similar evening 
service, but with far fewer people.  
     Today, many United Church of Christ 
churches observe Ash Wednesday and Lent as 
well as use the New Century Hymnal or Disci-
ples’ Chalice Hymnal (for after all, the Disciples 
of Christ are in covenant with us). Some con-
gregations that wish to reach out in the world 
even offer ashes-to-go. The pastors and dea-
cons locate themselves near roadsides, bus 
and train stations, and dispense ashes, a mix-
ture of last year’s burnt palms and olive oil. 
While I respect their spiritual energy, I regret 
the loss of shared reflection and deep thinking; 
sort of like when I drive-through to get my 
Starbuck’s roast. It’s fast, there’s not much 

conversation, I have something to show for 
my efforts, and the provider seems satisfied.   
Because the UCC has been an ecumenical 
movement for half-a-century, drawing peo-
ple from many different denominations or 
none at all, we observe Lent. We ground our-
selves in the Evangelist John’s passage that 
all may be one; that we may all be united as 
one people. As such, we bring our diversity, 
be it religious, racial-ethnic, gender, or age. 
We create a unique congregation that repre-
sents the body of Christ here and now. 
     For either Ash Wednesday or Maundy 
Thursday/Tenebrae, our worship service is 
not disconnected from the larger context of 
who is our God, why Christ is central, how 
important is the Holy Spirit, and why we 
serve not just each other but the larger com-
munity. It offers time for an evening retreat, 
reflection on scripture and our personal 
lives, corporate and individual prayer, and 
choral and hymnic music. All this, before we 
return to the world.  
     So, we invite everyone to the Shrove Sun-
day Pancake Breakfast after worship on Feb-
ruary 23rd in the Parish House; the Ash 
Wednesday service on February 26th at 7 pm 
in our sanctuary; Lenten Bible classes on 
Tuesdays from 11:30 am-1 pm on March 3, 
10, 17th and 31st (Bring a brown bag lunch 
and the Bible of your choice); and the Maun-
dy Thursday/Tenebrae service on April 9th at 
7 pm. Let Lent be a time, not to drive 
through, but to learn to be together in Chris-
tian community, walk with Christ, pace our-
selves and begin to find peace. In no time 
spring and Easter will be here. 
     
     Grace and peace,  
     Pastor Dianne 

Saint Valentine was a kind 
hearted priest. He aided 
young Christians being 
persecuted by Claudius II 
and was imprisoned. While 
there, he converted 46 
members of a guard’s fam-
ily to Christianity.  
Valentine’s greetings date 
back as far as the Middle 
Ages, when suitors would 
sing or recite a romantic 
verse to their love. The 
earliest known Valentine’s 
message was sent in 1477 
in the form of a letter 
penned by one Margery 
Brews to a John Paston, 
who she described as ‘my 
right well beloved Valen-
tine’. 
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PRAYERS 

FELLOWSHIP 
 SCHEDULE 

David L. Ruggles 
March 31, 1957 - January 7, 2020 
Lee Culver 

October 17, 1947-January 19, 2020 
  

May they rest in peace 
and rise in glory. 

Solace & Peace  
Families of John Titus 
Don Cadigan 
Lee Culver 
David Ruggles  
Healing & Comfort  
Sally 
Richard N 
Mary R’s grandson in Iraq 
Cousin Salley 
Ed D 
Kelly 
Helen Sanford’s daughter Cathy 
Anne Marie 
Wayne 
Grandmother Esther 
Thomas 
Jack 
Brian Siegel 
Edie’s granddaughter Heidi 
Mark Curran 
Bill Johns, 
Char’s son Jonathan 
Peter Starr 
Cindy Moyle Swick 
Betty Swick 
Miles 
Ava 
Sarah 
Trisha  
Joys & Celebrations 
All Civil Rights workers, our musicians, all who 
make children welcome in our church  
Community & World 
Stability in our nation during Impeachment trial, 
healing after natural disasters as in Australia, the 
hungry, the homeless, sick, those suffering from 
addictions, anxiety and depression, all service-
men and women, first responders, caregivers, 
missing children, family and friends of victims of 
White supremacist terrorism and gun violence, 
and for peace and justice in the U.S. and around 
the world. 

FEBRUARY 
Trustees & Memorial Gifts 

   What you have to provide: lemon, 2 
bricks of cheese and milk when coffee 
is served.  Some folks like to bring 
baked goods.  During all months 
(except the summer) coffee, tea & 
crackers are in the kitchen or closet. 
Remember you can ask anyone to help 
out. Call Nancy Segall at 508-896-9695. 

THANK YOU 

SUNDAY LECTIONARY  
READINGS 

     It is our tradition to use 
the Lectionary, with desig-
nated Hebrew Bible, Psalm, 
Epistle and New Testament 
readings, and the New Re-
vised Standard Version of 
the Bible for our worship 
services, with exceptions. 
Listed below are our Sun-
day Lectionary readings for 
this month. 

     Parishioners and litur-
gists find it useful to read 
these designated Scripture 
in advance of our services 
in order to familiarize 
themselves with the texts 
and be more ready to hear 
our sermons and partici-
pate in our worship.  
 

Sun., Feb. 2 Fourth Sun-
day after the Epiphany 
Micah 6:1-8 Psalm 15 1 
Corinthians 1:18-31 Mat-
thew 5:1-12  
 

Sun., Feb. 9 Fifth Sun-
day after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] 
Psalm 112:1-9 [10] 1 Co-
rinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 
Matthew 5:13-20  
 

Sun., Feb. 16 Sixth Sun-
day after the Epiphany 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 or 
Sirach 15:15-20 Psalm 
119:1-8 1 Corinthians 3:1-
9 Matthew 5:21-37  
 

Sun., Feb. 23 Transfig-
uration of the Lord Exo-
dus 24:12-18 Psalm 2 or 
Psalm 99 2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-91  
 

Ash Wednesday , Feb. 
26 Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or 
Isaiah 58:1-12 Psalm 51:1
-17 2 Corinthians 5:20b—
6:10 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  

IN LOVING MEMORY 

BIRTHDAYS &  
ANNIVERSARIES 
 IN FEBRUARY 

To My Church Family: 
    Words can’t express the joy 
I have felt and undying support 
I have received from all of you 
over the least five years. 
    My surprise party was just 
that, a “surprise”! Somehow 
you pulled it off! The party and 
love I felt gave me peace and a 
sense of closure which is a big 
help to me.  
    It’s time to go on to yet an-
other adventure.  I leave feel-
ing supported and cared for. I 
will miss all of you as I make 
my new home in Mississippi.  
Thank you and God Bless, 
    ~Nancy Langley 

2nd  Ann Ingalls 
4th George Porter 
14th Joanne Harrington 
15th Jade Burrowes 
18th Nancy Smith 
22nd Orin Segall 
25th Lynn Johnson 
 Emily Smith 
26th Tom Leinbach 
27th Garrett Brown 
Wedding Anniversary: 
17th 24th for Al & Melanie Bradley 
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SPECIAL 
CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 

SEARCH COMMITTEE 

ALL GOD’S CHILDREN THE DEACONS’ DOOR MEMORIAL  
& LEGACY GIFTS 

The Officers and Church Council call a 
Special Congregational Meeting for 
Sunday, February 9th, following the 
service of worship, in order to vote 
on a proposal to address our 2020 
budget deficit. Please make every ef-
fort to attend this important financial 
meeting as 35 members constitute an 
official quorum; otherwise the meet-
ing will be set for another date. If you 
have any questions or concerns, 
please speak directly with Co-
Moderator Jeep Mashoke, or Treasur-
er Tom Jahnke.  

The Deacons’ Door . . .  
It’s always open! 

     Christian stewardship involves 

the faithful management of all gifts 

God has given to us including accu-

mulated, inherited, and appreciated 

resources.   Christians can give to 

the work of the church through des-

ignated Memorial gifts as well as be-

quests in wills, charitable remainder 

trusts or annuities, assignment of life 

insurance, and transfer of property 

(cash, stocks, bonds, real estate, etc.)   

     It is the desire of the congrega-

tion to encourage, receive and ad-

minister these gifts in a manner con-

sistent with the loyalty and devo-

tion to our Lord expressed by the 

grantors and in accord with the de-

sires of this congregation.  Please 

consider giving. Make an appoint-

ment to speak with Treasurer, Tom 

Jahnke, or Bob Buchanan. 

~Board of Trustees 

     As we turned our cal-
endars to the New Year, 
we also turned our Bibles 
back to the beginning in 
Genesis. The Bible starts 
at the beginning of time 
with the Story of Creation 
and we are blessed to be 
able to share our faith 
with the little children in 
our midst, who are just 
beginning their faith jour-
neys. God tells us that we 
are all His children in this 
magnificent world we live 
in and he lovingly made 
for us. May we all contin-
ue on our paths to care 
for and love God’s Crea-
tion. 
     On February 5th at 
5:30 p.m. Archer, the Ma-
gician, will be entertaining 
children of all ages in the 
Parish House after a spa-
ghetti supper. If you are 
in need of some magic in 
your life, or know anyone 
who would enjoy some, 
please join us. This is a 
free event. All are wel-
come.  
     Also, in February, on 
Thursday the 13th at 5:00 
p.m. we will be hosting a 
speaker on Autism. As 
Autism is affecting many 
children and their families 
in our community, we are 
blessed to host this im-
portant event in our Par-
ish House. The evening 
will begin with a soup 
supper. Please contact 
Shirley Mashoke if you 
have any questions, or 
will need transportation 
 
Peace and Love, 
Shirley Mashoke 

DeeDee Dyer  
(508-432-0643) 

adelia.Dyer100@icloud.com 
Avery-Dalzell 

  

Jane Dalzell 
(508-432-8540) 

jcdalzell@comcast.net 
 Damon-Hindle 

 

Lynn Carver  
(508-717-1989) 

lynncarver49@hotmail.com 
Hook-Leathers 

  

Murray Johnson  
(508-430-8433) 

mjohnson@capecod.net  
Lofberg-Olsson 

  

Lynn Bitzer  
508-237-2216) 

capecasey@hotmail.com 
 Parkhurst-Smith, N. 

  

Richard Siegel  
(508-430-1997) 

risiegel12@comcast.net 
Smith, K.-Wise  

We have begun meeting again 
after a one year hiatus. You will 
soon be receiving a congrega-
tional questionnaire which we 
would appreciate your filling 
out. Your input will guide us as 
we prepare a new profile for 
our next settled pastor.  
 

Blessings, 
John Bitzer, Bob Buchanan, 
Lynn Carver, Mary Ann Janick, 
Emily Kosoff, Emily Smith, 
Becky Speakman 
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MISSION/OUTREACH 

MUSICAL NOTES CABINET REPORT UNITED CHURCH  
OF CHRIST 

SPEAKER SERIES 
A-Z LITERACY MOVEMENT IN AFRICA 

SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND  
CONFERENCE:  

WEBINAR ON CONFRONTING  
VIOLENCE IN HOUSES OF WORSHIP 
 

     The United Church of Christ In-
surance Board presented a timely 
webinar on Confronting Violence in 
Houses of Worship on January 9th. It 
addressed the unfortunate growing 
incidences of violence experienced 
by congregants in our churches, 
synagogues and mosques.  
     The one-hour-and-a-half webi-
nar reviewed several areas:  types 
of threats and violence, liability, 
behavioral warnings, surveillance 
indicators, imminent attack indica-
tors and emergency action plans. 
They also addressed the availability 
of protective security advisors, in-
frastructure surveillance tools and 
visualization platforms, IED training 
and awareness, the Cybersecurity 
and Infrastructure Security Agency 
(CISA) and the Homeland Security 
Information Network (HSIN). 
     From experience with other 
churches, we would encourage all 
to practice non-anxious presence 
(Friedman); attentiveness to peo-
ple’s movements in our buildings; 
continuing careful planning based 
on our earlier preparation with 
local police and church leaders; and 
if necessary, Homeland Security’s 
directives to run, hide, or fight.   
     A group including but not limited 
to trustees and deacons-- John Bitz-
er, Bob Buchanan, Lynn Bitzer, Lynn 
Carver, Tom Jahnke, Nancy Langley, 
Mary Montgomery, Joyce Noyes 
and I-- watched this web-based 
program either at the Parish House 
or on our own settings, and will be 
following up on what we learned 
and what we think we can and 
should do. Keep posted, and keep 
safe. 
 ~Pastor Dianne 

     Our Ash Wednesday service is  
Feb. 26 at 7:00 p.m. The choir will be 
singing, and James Mashoke will sing 
a solo. 
     We are doing some advertising to 
hopefully find more choir members. 
Remember, you don’t need to know 
how to read music. We are a friendly 
group who would welcome you to the 
choir and help you in any way we 
can.  
     On Sunday, March 8 at 3:00, we 
will have another Community Vocal 
Concert. Tom, Jeep, Emily, Michael, 
members of the Harwich Women’s 
Chorus, Young Singers, Bob Buchan-
an, and  Edie and Gail hopefully will 
all sing. If you know of anyone who 
is interested, we would welcome oth-
er singers! 
     Every week, our choir works hard 
to bring good music to our services. 
Thank you, choir! 
     ~Marcia Hempel 

     The Mission/Outreach Board 
thanks each and every one of the 
many people who contributed 
money and helped in other ways 
during our several December Out-
reach fundraising campaigns, in-
cluding requests for toys, gifts and 
knitted garments. They were 
greatly appreciated.  

     NFL Super Bowl is Sunday, Feb-
ruary 2. This Mission Board, there-
fore, has scheduled our food col-
lection campaign on First Church’s 
Souper Bowl Sunday, February 2. 
Bring soups or oth-
er food donations. 
 
~Lorraine Freder-
ickson 

Betty Trummel, Teacher on 
Wednesday, March 4th, 1-2:30 pm 

     Learn more about her experience as 
a volunteer with the A-Z Literacy Move-
ment in Lusaka, Zambia. The non-profit 
believes that children deserve the op-
portunity to fulfill their potential in life, 
and they achieve this by learning to 
read. A-Z tries to get books in the hands 
of readers, both locally and abroad! 
     Betty is a veteran educator from Har-
wich, served as an adjunct professor for 
ten years, and volunteered in Zambia 
four times.  
     Photos will be shown, and refresh-
ments served. All are welcome. 

December 2019  

Members present: Co- moderator 

James Mashoke, Pastor Dianne Ara-

kawa, Trustees Bob Buchanan, Diaco-

nate Lynn Bitzer, Christian Ed Bettylou 

Hindle, Mission/Outreach Lorraine 

Fredrickson, Fellowship Nancy Segall 

    

December budget approved.  Co-

Moderator, Joanne Harrington, in-

formed the Cabinet members that she 

would be taking a sabbatical until fur-

ther notice.  

Lynn Bitzer of Deacons brought forth 

the need for more deacons for ser-

vices. 

Bob Buchanan of Trustees offered a 

proposal for  emergency action to get 

the repairs to the bell tower in motion 

ASAP. Cabinet approved the bid at a 

special online meeting. They also re-

paired one of the furnaces in the 

church.  

Betty Lou Hindle of Christian Education 

requested the use of the front hanging 

sign on Main Street for Sunday School 

hours and information only. The other 

sign on RT 124 will be used for all oth-

er functions. It was approved. 

Nancy Segall of Fellowship went over 

plans for hospitality. 

Lorraine Frederickson of Mission 

spoke about holiday collections.  

Bob Buchanan reported that the deficit 

budget was working for the time being 

but would require attention soon.  

~James Mashoke, Co-Moderator  
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CHRISTMAS  
POINSETTIAS 

Proceeds donated to  
A Baby Center 

In Memory of: 
Jean M. Jahnke from Gunther & Tom 
Jahnke. 
Michael Wall from John & Julie Linehan. 
Peter J. Davidian from Betty Davidian. 
Loved ones from Ned & Bonnie Rogers. 
My husband, Wallace Adams Moyle, Jr., 
from Shirley Moyle.  
Jim Doyle from Adelle Babin. 
Our parents from Orin and Nancy Segall. 
Jim Buchanan from Bob Buchanan. 
My grandson Jack, and my parents, Peg 
and Jack, from Lynn Carver. 
Richard L. Bove from Leslie Bove. 
Parents, Esther Nordstom Ayer and De-
meritt Ayer (great lovers of Christmas 
season) from Sally Rossetti. 
My parents, Peg and Herb Harlow, from 
Katherine Smith. 
Family and friends who have gone be-
fore me from Joyce Noyes.  
My parents and Jack and Cheryl McMil-
lan and Dan Olson.  
My husband Andy from Karen Goulis. 
Bob Melling from his family. 
Mildred Dyer and loved ones from Adelia 
Dyer. 
Iona Lach Siegel from Richard Siegel. 
All my loved ones from Doris M. Sarty. 
Alice and Bob Miller, from  their daugh-
ter Nancy Langley 
In Celebration of: 
Family and friends from Nancy Smith 
and family. 
Christ’s birth from Pat and Dan Avery. 
Good health from Joe and Barbara Boro. 
In Honor of: 
The choirs and their directors from Mary 
Montgomery. 
My grandchildren Kevin, Meg & ’Leen 
from Mary Ann Janick. 
The children of First Church from John 
Leathers. 
Shirley, Sally & Lynn from Florence 
Lofberg. 
My three grandchildren, Carly, Heidi and 
Jake Domos from Edie Ruggles. 
To the Glory of God in honor of Jonathan 
from Pastor Dianne Arakawa & Stephen 
Washburn.  
From Susan Perry 
A thank you to our friends at First 
Church for sharing with us our 70th wed-
ding anniversary, from Al & Lois Gausz 

HISTORY CORNER 

Re-Dedication of a  
1947 Communion Set 
Given in Memory of  

Dr. Samuel Irving Moody 
 

     Communion, as part of the 
Sunday, February 2nd, Service 
will be celebrated using an ear-
lier Communion set (composed 
of trays with glass cups) in hon-
or of Dr. Samuel Irving Moody, 
whose name, along with that of 
the church, is inscribed on its 
cover. 

     FCCH Archives listing Memo-
rial Gifts reveals the 
“Communion set was given in 
1947 in Memory of her hus-
band, Dr. Samuel Irving Moody, 
by his second wife, Mrs. Ger-
trude Moody.” 

      First Church received the 
Communion set again this past 
summer from the Harwich His-
torical Society, having had it 
brought to Brooks by the 
grandson of Dr. Samuel Irving 
Moody, Samuel D. Constan of 

Peconic, NY. He felt that its his-
torical significance needed to 
be preserved. Both Carol 
DeChristopher and Joan Malo-
ney were pleased to accept the 
set, but realized that it should 
be returned to our church, 
where it was first used. 

     Following the service, the 
set will be photographed and 
placed with a copy of the Sun-
day church bulletin in the Par-
ish House Artifact Cabinet for a 
short period of time. It will 
then be placed among other 
church artifacts belonging to 
First Church in the Broad 
Brooks History Room. 

     We are grateful that the cir-
cle of history has come around 
again to us. 

~Richard Siegel, Historian 
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IN CASE OF  
CHURCH  

CANCELLATION 

   Many thanks to all vol-
unteers and donors. We 
have been able to trans-
fer $38,000 to the church 
in the first seven months 
of this fiscal year. 
   The Thrift Shop is open 
Wed., Thurs., Fri., and 
Sat. from 10 to 2:30. 
   If you have a few 
hours availa-
ble, we al-
ways wel-
come new 
volunteers. 
It's great fun 
and a valua-
ble service to 
the church. 
    

~Lynn Carver 

 

LIBBY ARNOLD 
STEVENS CORNER 

THRIFT SHOP Rev. Dianne Arakawa, 

Interim Pastor 

Members of the Congregation, 

Ministers 

Marcia Hempel,  

Music Director & Organist 

Lynn Carver,  

Bell Choir Director 

Joanne Harrington,  

and 

Jeep Mashoke, 

Co-Moderators 

Tom Jahnke,  

Treasurer 

Rebecca Speakman, 

Clerk 

Lynn Bitzer,  

 Chair of the Deacons 

DeeDee Dyer, 

Vice-Chair of the Deacons 

Gail Nickerson,  

Secretary 

Paul Frederickson,  

Sexton 

 

CHURCH MINISTERS 

If inclement weather warns 
against opening the church for 
Sunday School and Worship, 
the Pastor will inform the of-
ficers and staff in advance. 
They will try to post messages 
on our church telephone, 
website and local TV channel, 
if these are working. The of-
ficers and deacons will also try 
to contact our members, as 
they are able. Please use your 
own best judgment, and reach 
out to our congregation. 
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“SHROVE SUNDAY” 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

SPEAKER SERIES 
EMBRACING NEURODIVERSITY 

POEM BY AUTISTIC CHILD 

SPAGHETTI SUPPER FOLLOWED  
BY ARCHER THE MAGICIAN 

INVITATION TO 
MEMBERSHIP 

FEBRUARY 23rd 

Following worship on Sun-
day, February 23rd, the 
men in our congregation 
will offer their annual pan-
cake breakfast (with oj, 
syrup, blueberries and 
sausages)! This is in keep-
ing with Shrove Tuesday 
(Fat Tuesday or Mardi 
Gras), which comes a few 
days later. That is when 
we are supposed to make 
merry, and eat up all of 
the flour, milk, butter and 
sugar in our pantry in or-
der to prepare for the pen-
itential period of Lent. So, 
come, one and all, young 
and old. Bring your appe-
tites and silliness – for Ash 
Wednesday follows soon 
after on February 27th. A 
free will donation will not 
be turned away. 

This spring the Interim 
Pastor and Diaconate in-
tend to welcome new 
members into our congre-
gation. In our reform, con-
gregational and covenantal 
tradition, this act affirms 
that the parishioner agrees 
with our Church Covenant 
and wishes to join, wor-
ship, serve    and be identi-
fied with this church, which 
is a part of the larger Body 
of Christ. 

Our Covenant reads: 
Bound together as a Chris-
tian Church, and depend-
ing upon the continued 
guidance of the Holy Spirit 
to lead us, we covenant 
together to work in all our 
ways, according to the rule 
of the Gospel, in mutual 
love and respect to one 
another, to strive to carry 
out the teachings of Jesus 
Christ and to love the Lord 
our God with all our hearts, 
and our neighbors as our-
selves. 

If you are inclined to join 
our church, which was 
founded in 1747 and has 
been gathered to the pre-
sent, please speak with 
Pastor Dianne. She would 
like you to meet at Hospi-
tality Hour on Sunday, 
February 23rd, to discuss 
membership at First 
Church. Should you wish to 
join, your name will be tak-
en to the following Cabinet 
meeting for acceptance 
and a Sunday worship will 
be set aside to welcome 
new members. We would 
enjoy receiving new mem-
bers! 

~Pastor Dianne 

FEBRUARY 27TH AT 7 PM 

We enter the six-week pe-
riod of Lent, which leads to 
Easter, through an Ash 
Wednesday service on 
February 27th at 7 pm. It is 
a simple service of peni-
tence, reflection, Holy 
Communion by Intinction, 
the imposition of ashes -- 
and beautiful choral music. 
Join us for this special 
evening service in our his-
toric sanctuary. Bring fam-
ily and friends, and let us 
know if you may need a 
ride to join us.  

Everyone, young at heart, is invited to a Spaghetti 
Supper followed by entertainment by Archer the Ma-
gician on Wednesday, February 5th, from 5:30-7 pm in 
the Parish House.  It will be another time to have 
some fun together and kick back. We will serve spa-
ghetti with meatballs and sauce, Ital-
ian bread, green salad and dessert. 
Please call the church office at 
508.432.1053 so we get a head count 
for the cooks. Free will donation, if 
you wish. Bring family, friends and 
neighbors to this event. 

     On Thursday, February 13th, from 5-7 pm Dr. Carol 
Baumgupta, Developmental and Behavioral Pediatri-
cian, from the Tufts Floating Hospital for Children in 
Boston will speak about Embracing Neurodiversity:  
How to Help those with Autism Feel Secure and Com-
fortable in our Communities. A light soup supper will be 
served in advance. 

     This is a significant topic that will be addressed by 
an outstanding specialist. Join us from the Christian 
Education Committee to learn about autism, which 
affects children in our families, religious congregation, 
schools and communities. RSVP the 
church office so we can prepare 
properly. Speak to Shirley Mashoke, 
Chair of CE, if you have questions. Be 
sure to tell others on the Cape so they 
might join us.  

I am odd, I am new 
I wonder if you are too 
I hear voices in the air 

I see you don’t, and that’s not fair 
I want to not feel blue 

I am odd, I am new 
I pretend that you are too 

I feel like a boy in outerspace 
I touch the stars and feel out of place 

I worry what others might think 
I cry when people laugh, it makes me shrink 

I am odd, I am new 
I understand now that so are you 

I say I, “feel like a castaway” 
I dream of a day that that’s okay 

I try to fit in 
I hope that someday I do 

I am odd, I am new 
~Benjamin Giroux  


