
 

May 2020 Beacon 
 

IN THE INTERIM 
 

      What a month (and more) it has 
been! While we thought we were con-
ducting a usual Ash Wednesday ser-
vice and entering into a regular sea-
son of Lent   – we were surprised! Or 

shocked, confused, saddened, disap-
pointed, depressed… any of the words 
that describe the full range of our 
emotions for Covid-19. 

     Still, we knew, we were told, that 
we were beginning a 40-day Lenten 
journey with Christ. And it would not 
be easy. It’s just that we did not know 
that it would be a rather unusual jour-
ney; in some ways more real, surreal, 
than we ever thought possible. 
     It would be a journey with a dif-

ferent, post-modern wilderness, 
which was at times more barren than 
ever. There was no road map, or so 
we thought, just directives to get 
home, stock-up on food and supplies, 

wash our hands with soap and water, 
wear gloves and masks, distance 
physically, call loved ones and 
friends, write wills, exercise in our 

homes and yards, keep up with the 
news, read a lot and learn new com-
puter things. 
     They did not tell us that there was 
going to be another level of wild-

erness:  some people were hoarding 
toilet paper and cleaning fluids, some 
did not have homes to go to, some 
had homes but did not wish to be with 

an abusive spouse, some were al-
ready short on food so had to rely on 
local food pantries and school break-
fast-lunch meals, some were already 

“medically compromised” or showing 
signs of illness, or some were falling 
into sides of the social chasm be-
tween those who could work from 

home on computers and others who 
did not even own one. 
     But Jesus told us that our (Len-
ten) journeys would not be easy; 
right?  Water and food in the desert 

would to be scarce. Sleep might be 
minimal and interrupted. Devils 
might try to tempt or confuse us. 
People around us would fall into two 



types—those willing to join in physi-
cally and spiritually, each in one’s 
own way, and those not. That is, 

maybe until this Lenten challenge. 
So, we arrived at Easter, one quite 
like no other. Steve and I reviewed 
the Easter lections for the (festival) 

day, listened to the service at Memo-
rial Church at Harvard, prepared a 
dinner with a carrot cake (because it 
was also our son’s birthday), pack-
aged it for him to pick up from our 
back steps to load into his car, then 
took a walk together but apart near a 
pond before the sun set. 

    This Eastertide I do passionately 
believe that Christ did give us the 

road map through our ongoing trav-
ail. We are Easter People because we 
will not participate in the blaming or 

hoarding, turn our backs on the hun-
gry, unemployed, homeless, or ill, or 
refuse to learn new ways and skills to 
survive and thrive. We will rediscover 

and show the irrepressible love of our 
Redeemer, who was crucified but 
rose. We will reach out to others to 
make a real difference in this first 

century, 21st century world of sick-
ness and life, death and Resurrection. 
      
Eastertide blessings with affection, 

    

  ~Pastor Dianne 
   

 

 
PRAYER LIST 

 

As always, please give your pray-
ers for publication to our Secretary 

and Interim Pastor by phoning or 

emailing.   

Solace & Peace 

Family and friends of Julie Bradley 
and Dan Parr, 

and those 50,000, who have been 

victims of Covid-19 

Healing & Comfort  
North Middleboro Congregational    

Church UCC 

Tommy L 

Danny 
Eileen S 

Joanne 

Jack 

Brian 
Edie’s granddaughter Heidi 
Mark Curran 

Char’s sons 
 

 
 

 

 

the Moyles’ Cindy and Betty 
Miles 

Joys & Celebrations 

People helping others 

those celebrating birthdays and an-

niversaries 
Spring 

Earth Day 2020 

Community & World 

Everyone adjusting to a new world 
caused by Covid-19, especially the 

hungry, the homeless, ill, those 

suffering from addictions, anxiety 

and depression, all medical staff, 
first responders and caregivers; 

family and friends of victims of 

White supremacist terrorism and 

gun violence; parents and children 
who have been separated; for a 

sustainable earth; and for peace 

and justice in the U.S. and around 

the world. 

 
 

 



 
IN LOVING MEMORY 

 

Antoinette (Ann) Whittet 
October 28, 1926-March 10, 2020 

 
May she rest in peace  

and rise in glory. 
 

 
 

SUNDAY LECTIONARY 
 

     It is our tradition to use the Lectionary, 
with designated Hebrew Bible, Psalm, 
Epistle and New Testament readings, and 
the New Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible for our worship services, with excep-
tions.  Listed below are our Sunday Lec-
tionary readings for this month. 
     Parishioners find it useful to read these 
designated Scriptures in advance of our 
services in order to familiarize themselves 
with the texts and be more ready to hear 
our sermons and participate in our worship. 
  
Sunday, May 3 Fourth Sunday of Easter 
-- Acts 2:42-47 Psalm 23 1 Peter 2:19-25 
John 10:1-10 

Sunday, May 10 Fifth Sunday of Easter -
- Acts 7:55-60 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 1 Pe-
ter 2:2-10 John 14:1-14 
Sunday, May 17 Sixth Sunday of Easter 
-- Acts 17:22-31 Psalm 66:8-20 1 Peter 
3:13-22 John 14:15-21 
 Sunday, May 2 
4 Seventh Sunday of Easter -- Acts 1:6-
14 Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 1 Peter 4:12-14; 
5:6-11 John 17:1-11 
Sunday, May 31 Day of Pentecost -- Acts 
2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30 Psalm 
104:24-34, 35b 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
or Acts 2:1- 21 John 20:19-23 or John 
7:37-39 

 

LECTIONARY GUIDES 
 

 

New Lectionary Guides by Pastor Dianne may be accessed at our web site at 
firstchurchofharwich.org/our ministry/lectionary. 
  

 
SPIRITUAL RESOURCES 

 
“Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of the 
Lord’s power…Put on the whole armor of God.” 
(Ephesians 6:10-11a) 
This time of physical distancing has been a pe-
riod of testing for us spiritually, morally, and ethi-
cally. In addition to our Lectionary Guides, Wor-
ship Music, and Facebook links, here are a few 
resources from last month’s Beacon to continue 

to aid you: 
 
Sunday Services at 11 am 

 Radio WHRB 95.3 or memorial-
church@harvard.edu 

Books  
 Henri Nouwen, The Way of the Heart; 
 Thomas Merton, The Wisdom of the De-

sert; 



 Joan Chittister, In God’s Holy Light. 
Online Devotionals  

 Devotional from the Still-speaking group 
at dailydevotional @ucc.org.  Weekday 
devotionals including one line of Scrip-
ture, a brief reflection and a collect (short 
prayer) by a UCC pastor. 

 Meditations from Richard Rohr of the 
Center for Action and Contemplation 
from meditations @cac.org. 

Online Commentary 
 from community@ salt project.org. A 

weekly program dedicated to the craft of  
visual storytelling, which includes Bible 
commentaries, reminders of special days 
of the week (birthdays of “saints” and 
historical events), and a related poem.  

Music (YouTube) 

 50 Beautiful Hymns  
 Be Still: Christian Meditation  
 Sacred Choral Music 
 Sacred Arias for Soprano 
 Relax: Classical Music 
 Music Nature Sounds 

Prayer and Meditation 
 Choose a favorite line from a hymn and 

sing it as a chant. 
 Echo (Prayer) 
 Ora (Prayer). 
 Calm (Meditation) 
 Headspace (Meditation) 
  

Use these to be strong in the Lord! 
 
 
 

 
BIRTHDAYS IN MAY 

 
 6th       Betty Lou Hindle 
13th      Karen Goulis 
17th      Nancy Segall 
17th      Rich Thompson Jr. 
18th      John Bitzer 
22nd     Bill Johns 
26th      Ursula Hornig 
30th      Al Gausz 
 

     
 

 
 

DOLLARS AND SENSE 
 

   Your remaining pledges and offerings 
for 2019-20 will continue to be gratefully 
received. You may mail them to the 
church, Attn: Treasurer, with your 
pledge number on the checks and memo 
line: pledge or offering. Or, you may 
drop them in a business envelope, Attn: 
Treasurer, through the Broadbrooks 
  

House front door mail slot (not mail-
box). 
     Your generous contributions are 
greatly appreciated for the ongoing min-
istries of this church, and especially at 
this time of physical distancing. 
  

    ~Tom Jahnke 
 

 

mailto:dailydevotional@ucc.org


MUSICAL NOTES 
 

     The choir has met twice recently, by phone 
conference call. We sang some selections and 
also talked about our lives these days. Had a 
scripture reading, said a prayer.  We are work-
ing on getting a hymnal to each choir member 
to use during our phone rehearsals. We will 
meet every two weeks, on Wednesdays at 
5:15. 
     It is so hard for all of us who are singers to 
endure these difficulties with singing to-
gether caused by the virus. I long to hear har-
mony! But we will continue as best we can for 
right now. Singing may have to be done with 
masks for a while. That will be interesting! 

     As you know, I have been singing and 
playing onto music recordings, which we put 
on the website and in the Midweek Message 
each week. Tom Jahnke has been doing some 
recording with me, and Jeep Mashoke has 
been singing on the Facebook page for First 
Church. We all are exploring new ways to do 
what we do, expressing our faith and our mu-
sic. We look forward to some day when we 
can all be together again, we send our hellos 
to the rest of the congregation, and we want 
you to know that we miss you. 
  
     ~Marcia Hempel 

 

MIDWEEK MESSAGES 
   

       Our weekly Midweek Messages are dis-

tributed every Wednesday to members 

and friends, who are connected to the in-

ternet. These include descriptions of the 

Sunday Scripture/services, photos and a 

Pastoral Prayer. New are links to our most 

recent Beacon newsletters, Lectionary 

Guides for guides to the Sunday Hebrew Bi-

ble and Gospel readings, prepared by Pas-

tor Dianne, and Music to listen to Sunday 

musical pieces offered by Marcia Hempel 

and some of our choir members. 

         For the Midweek Messages, be sure to 

always press “View this in your browser” to 

open to see the photos and graphics. Press  

the three links for the Beacon, Lectionary 

Guides or Music to connect to our church 

website. 

      Go directly to our church website, 

search for firstchurchofharwich.org, then 

open Beacon, or Our Ministry/Lectionary, 

or Music/Worship Music. 

       Please stay connected! If you have any 

questions or need help in using our plat-

forms, contact the Secretary Gail by phone 

at 508.737.9603 or email at earthmaman-

iki@gmail.com during regular work hours. 

 

 

HARWICH LEADERSHIP FORUM 
 

     Nearly every Friday, since March 

20th, Pastor Dianne has represented 

our congregation to meetings of the 

Harwich Leadership Forum concern-

ing our health pandemic. This is done 

via tele-conferencing, then broadcast 

on cable, channel 18.  

     Joe Powers, Interim Lead at Town 

Hall, convenes and effectively leads 

the 45-minute meetings. Regular par-

ticipants include Meggan Eldredge 

for health; Chris Menard for the Food 

Pantry; Larry Ballantine for the Se-

lect people; Norm Clarke for the Fire 

 Department; David Guilemette for 

the Police Department; Scott Carpen-

ter for Monomoy School; Cyndi Wil-

liams for the Chamber of Commerce. 

Others include Elizabeth Harder for 

health; Pat Nadle for Cape Cod 

Health; Meg Paine for VNA; Pat John-

son for Senator Cyr; Kathleen Gildea 

mailto:earthmamaniki@gmail.com
mailto:earthmamaniki@gmail.com


for Rep. Keating; Revs. Christian or 

Tiffany Holleck; Susan Cartmell and 

Mark Tremblay, and a few others.  

     Some of the issues include current 

numbers of positive Covid-19 cases 

and deaths, hospitals, long-term care 

facilities, privacy issues, testing, con-

tact tracing, washing hands and wear-

ing of masks (still), Food Pantry work-

ing with Boston Food Bank, fire or po-

lice notices, breakfast for school chil-

dren even during vacations, curbside 
 

services from many businesses, State 

mandates, opening of recycling for 

brush and building, Sen. Cyr is on 

Covid-19 task force, churches’ offer-

ing alternative services, everyone de-

pendent on websites, Facebook and 

electronic newsletters with con-

stantly changing information. 

     All -- especially the regulars listed 

above -- have been on the frontlines 

for at least six weeks, and unflagging 

in their commitment to the health of 

our town and wider community. I feel 

privileged to sit with them, and learn 

something new each week as our con-

ditions keep altering. Please support 

those above if able, hold them in 

prayer, and offer them a huge thank 

you.   

   --Pastor Dianne 

 

MISSION/OUTREACH 
 

During this pandemic, we are deeply grateful for the generous anonymous 
donation made to the Hands of Hope Food Pantry in our church’s name! 
     Others, who wish to contribute at this time of need, are encouraged to send 
checks in our name to: Hands of Hope. PO Box 387, West Harwich, MA 02671. 
     This allows the Pantry to receive the food that they most need -- in a hygienic 
way -- from the Boston Food Bank, then distribute what is requested curbside 
to clients in need. We appreciate your concern and support! 

--Lorraine Frederickson 
 

 

SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE 
   
   A warm thank you for the contributions 
received for First Church Scholarships. 
This year's contributions will enable our 
church to supplement the college ex-
penses for the coming 2020-21 academic 
year of a church member’s family mem-
ber. 
     If you are a parent or grandparent 
with children/grandchildren starting to at-
tend college this fall, or returning to col-
lege and have not shared this oppor-
tunity, there is still time. 

      The application is available on the 
church’s website: at firstchurchofhar-
wich.org.  It is basic and easy to com-
plete.  As a reminder, applications must 
be mailed to the church, post marked by 
May 30th, and not hand delivered. 
     Additional contributions by members 
and friends can also be mailed to the 
church. 
   ~Ursula Hornig, Sally Rossetti, Richard 
Siegel 
 
 

 

http://www.firstchurchofharwich.org/
http://www.firstchurchofharwich.org/


THE DEACONS' DOOR  
 

Hope’s Prayer: “This Is the Day” 
 

This is the day the Lord has made 
And each moment will be blessed 

If we ask him for the strength 
To do our very best. 

Whatever path we follow 
He’ll be walking by your side 
To be our source of comfort 

Your strength and constant guide. 
The Lord is understanding 

His mercy will not fail 
His love for you is infinite 
His wisdom will prevail. 

Remember this each morning 
And you’ll not be afraid 

To face with growing confidence 
The day the Lord has made. Amen 

   

 ~Hope Cavendish 
 

 
 

      During this difficult period, your Deacons, as always, are here for you with 
faith, hope and love. If you need anything, just want to talk, or have a question, 
please call. We want to help...  

 

 
DeeDee Dyer 

(508-432-0643) 
Adelia.Dyer100@icloud.com 

Avery-Dalzell 
  

Jane Dalzell 
(508-432-8540) 

jcdalzell@comcast.net 
Damon-Hindle 

  
Lynn Carver 

(508-717-1989) 
lynncarver49@hotmail.com 

Hook-Leathers 
  
 

 
Murray Johnson 
(508-430-8433) 

mjohnson@capecod.net 
Lofberg-Olsson 

  
Lynn Bitzer 

(508-23702216) 
capecasey@hotmail.com 

Parkhurst-Smith, N. 
 

Richard Siegel 
(508-430-1997) 

risiegel12@comcast.net 
Smith, K.-Wise 

  

 
 



STEWARDSHIP FOLLOW-UP 

HOPE * REFUGE * SERVICE 

Dear Members and Supporters, 
        It has been said that 90% of success 
in life is based on just showing up.  Sim-
ple presence is worth a lot.  The act of at-
tending church in recent years has not 
been easy, in fact tense at times.  Pro-
gress, though incremental, is being made 
by our presence and by that, a commit-
ment to help rebuild and regrow a vi-
brant community of faith here at First 
Church. 
        So, as we take a moment and ap-
proach the end of our fiscal year in June 
-- and each consider our commitment to 
the life of this congregation in the coming 
year -- we encourage all to continue your 
dedication to come together in this place 
of worship of Hope, Refuge and Ser-
vice. 

       This only happens because we choose 
to share our time and financial support 
with this community of faith.  As we all 
pitch in on this effort to regrow, we are 
aware that church finances are 
strained.  We are counting on each of us 
to give serious consideration to make a 
significant increase to your First Church 
pledge for the coming fiscal year 2020-
21. 
        We thank you for all you have done. 
Together we continue to make things 
happen, breathing new life and Hope 
into our church. We are grateful for our 
community and Refuge.  We celebrate 
our commitment and Service. Wishing 
you our blessings and Thank you, 
     --Your Stewardship Committee 

 

 
 

SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE UCC 
 

      The churches of the three United 

Church of Christ conferences of Massa-
chusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island 
joined last year to become the Southern 
New England Conference. They are pres-
ently in the process of bringing together 
their resources, both human, spiritual 

and material to become one. 
        Before the health pandemic, they 
began offering many common programs 
throughout their expanded area. Last fall 
they offered a program on Pastor Parish 
relation committees, and one featuring 

author, Prof. Diana Butler Bass, at the 
First Congregational Church, UCC, in 
Fairhaven, MA.  Obviously with our 
health crises these programs have been 
suspended, except for those offered 
through tele-conferencing and stream- 

ing. In this way, for example, I have been 
able to meet with Associate Conference 
minister, Patty Kogut, and other clergy 
colleagues. 

      Do check out SNECUCC for new pro-

grams, denominational updates, recom-
mendations for faith formation, finance 
and mission and outreach. Search sne-
cucc.org. 
      Recently, it was announced that the 
SNECUCC as well as over 100 churches 

in our new conference received loans 
from the Payment Protection Program. 
This will make up a portion of some of the 
lost income for numerous closed camps, 
retreat centers, pre-schools, and pro-
grams. 

 
    ~Pastor Dianne 



 
APRIL CABINET MINUTES 

 

Present: 
 

Cabinet met on April 20th via tele-

conferencing. Jeep M, Tom J, Emily 

S, Bob B, Nancy S, DeeDee D, Lynn 

B, John B, Pastor Dianne. Betty Lou 
H and Lorraine F unable to attend. 
 

Joys and Concerns: 
 

Tom J. asked that we keep friend 
Julie Bradley and family in our pray-

ers as she passed due to Covid-19. 
 

Opening Prayer: 
 

Pastor Dianne. 
 

Finance: 
 

Tom J applied for the federal payroll 

protection plan ($29,562.) for the 

months of April-June. This would 

cover payroll and essential bills. 
 

Stewardship: 
 

Bob B reported pledge campaign re-

ceived 21 pledges raising $36,070 
so far for next fiscal year. 40 

pledges from last year brought in 

$27,300 so we are 35% ahead. 

(Projected pledges at this rate for 
40 would be $72,000.)   
 

Hospitality: 
 

Nancy S reported kitchen was 

cleaned and has remained that way 

since it is not being used. She has 

been in touch with the committee, 

and they are still looking into the 
church fair. Hosting a virtual coffee 

hour was also a thought that was 

brought up. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Deacons: 

Lynn B reached out to deacons, and 

their lists of members to see how  
they are doing and if they have any 

concerns. DeeDee D, Lynn C, Mur-

ray J, Stephen W and she assisted 

Pastor Dianne with the Drive-Thru 
Palms. 
 

Trustees: 

John wonders about the eventual 

church start-up. He added that he is 

upset with how slowly the bell tower 

repair is taking. 
 

Pastor: 
Pastor Dianne called our attention 

to her monthly report. She is as 

usual available “in office” (at home) 
for meetings, calls, and reaching 
out to stay in touch. She sends 

prayers for us all, wishing us all the 

best during these times of change. 

Keep God in your hearts and stay 
healthy.  
 

Other Business: 
Gail N is working from home Mon-

days-Thursdays 9-3:30 but not Fri-

days in order to take her remaining 

vacation. We may aim for the an-
nual meeting on June 14th. Be 

ready with final meetings and an-

nual reports, which can be sent out 

electronically. 
 

Closing Prayer:  

Pastor Dianne 
Next meeting: May 12th at 4 pm by 

tele-conference. 

    ~Emily Smith, Clerk 

 
 

 

 



 

THE HISTORY CORNER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thomas Nickerson's drawing of the Whaleship Essex being stove by a whale 
 

Thomas Nickerson 
 

 In our Graveyard, there is a tomb-
stone over on the west side, near the Memo-
rial Gardens. It marks the grave of Thomas 
Nickerson who died in 1789. He had a son 
named Thomas, who in turn had a son 
named Thomas, born in 1805. The second 
Thomas moved his family to Nantucket so he 
could join in the great whale hunts. The 
third Thomas followed in his father’s foot-
steps, but he had a secret. It was a very dark 
secret. He had done the unthinkable.  He had 
done the unspeakable. 

At the age of 14, young Thomas 
signed on as a cabin boy on the whaleship 
Essex, captained by George Pollard, Jr.  The 
20-man crew included first mate Owen 
Chase.  It was thanks to Thomas and Owen 
that we know what actually happened. Only 
eight would survive. 

The 238-ton Essex, was a very stable 
ship.  She carried equipment that was used 

to render whale oil.  In 1819, she set sail 
from Nantucket south around Cape Horn.  
In a punishing gale near the Horn, she was 
knocked over, suffering hull damage and the 
loss of two whaleboats.  Off the coast of Peru, 
the crew took seven whales before putting 
up at the Galapagos, then sailed 4000 miles 
due west.  

On Nov. 20, 1820, whales were 
sighted, and three whaleboats launched. But 
the crew noticed the Essex was being fol-
lowed by an unusually large sperm whale of 
at least 85 feet, twenty feet longer than nor-
mal. This whale rammed the Essex head on, 
causing severe damage to the bow and port 
side. The men in the whaleboats quickly fit-
ted their boats with makeshift sails.  

With meager provisions and flag-
ging energies, the crews of the three whale-
boats landed at Henderson Island, about a 
hundred miles from Pitcairn, where they 



found water. Three men decided to stay and 
take their chances. Matthew Joy and Obed 
Hendricks died, and were buried at sea. 
Owen Chase’s boat was saved when spotted 
by a British brig, The Indian. But Hendricks’ 
and Pollard’s boats remained adrift. Late in 
January, three men died aboard Hendricks’ 
boat and two later on Pollard’s boat. It was 
then that the survivors, including young 
Thomas, decided to enter into the secret – of 
cannibalism.  

What we know about the details of 
the Essex comes chiefly from the 128-page 
narrative written by Owen Chase, Chase, 
Owen. Narrative of the Most Extraordinary 
and Distressing Shipwreck of the Whale-
Ship Essex, of Nantucket (1821).  

Novelist Herman Melville used 
Chase’s account as grist for his fictional 
novel, Moby Dick (1851). Melville invented 
mad Captain Ahab of the Pequod, who after 

losing his leg to a whale (Moby Dick), be-
came completely obsessed with taking re-
venge.  

Thomas Nickerson had been encour-
aged to write up his recollection for Leon 
Lewis. It was later discovered by Ann Finch, 
who in 1980 gave it to the Nantucket Whal-
ing Museum. The Nantucket Historical As-
sociation printed it as “The Loss of the Ship 
'Essex' Sunk by a Whale and the Ordeal of 
the Crew in Open Boats” (1984). 

In 2001 the award-winning author, 
Nathaniel Philbrick, wrote In the Heart of 
the Sea: The Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex 
(2001). It drew information from Nicker-
son’s and Chase’s accounts -- and Thomas 
Nickerson’s dark secret. 
--Brenda Collins 
Harwich Historical Society 
[edited for our purposes] 

 
     

 

 
 

LED LIGHTBULBS 
 

     For the past 6 months, the Thrift Shop 
has taken part in a Mass Save LED Light 
Bulb Promotion.  As a non-profit organi-
zation we are eligible to receive energy-
saving LED Light Bulbs and related prod-
ucts FREE of charge.  The bulbs cost us 
nothing, and are shipped to us no 
charge.  We are required to sell the 
bulbs at a special cost (most 4-packs cost 
$1.99).  This is a considerable savings over 

retail purchases. The Thrift Shop keeps the 
entire profit. 
     The idea of this promotion through 
Mass Save is to save money and energy 
for consumers, as well as to promote en-
ergy conservation in general. 
     When the Thrift Shop once again 
opens its doors, please take advantage of 
this great deal! The bulbs produce a bright 
light and use only 15% as much energy as 
traditional bulbs.  

 
 

 
 

 
Ascension Day is the 21st of May.  

Please feel free to print out the next page for your child to use, to read, to color 
in, to copy, whatever. It will help them to learn about our Lord.  

 
                                                                    



SUNDAY SCHOOL ACTIVITY PAGE 
Ascension Day 

 

“Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going 
to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you to know the 
times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” After he said this, he 
was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They 
were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you 
stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you 
into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven.” Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount 
of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city.”  ~Acts 1:6-12 

 

  

 


