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May 2021 Beacon 
IN THE INTERIM 

 
In recent weeks, I attended a number of 

virtual meetings with the Southern New 
England Conference of the UCC/Barnsta-

ble Association, Interim clergy and other 
religious groups. It has become clear that 

we learned a lot out of necessity as we re-
emerge from the pandemic -- having hi-

bernated for more than a year, reached 
out to others, worshipped virtually, out-

doors and indoors, created new ways to 
do ministry (ordained and lay), and been 

vaccinated – but there is still more to con-
sider. 

 

Most everyone hopes that we will not fail 
to build on what we have learned by 

simply reverting to an inadequate, yet 
idealized “normal.” Rather, most hope 

that we will move forward in fresh ways to 
a “new normal,” drawing on unexpected 

encounters and relationships, and ex-
panded hopes and dreams. I, for one, 

have come to admire all of you, who have 
stepped out of your old selves to try new 

ways, acquire first-time skills, and reach 
out to those in particular need for comfort 

and care. Bravo! You deserve “Pandemic 
Church” Oscars! 

After having survived this year, by the 

grace of God, we face different questions:  
 Since we cultivated a faithful, adap-

tive and close virtual congregation, 

what will happen when we return 

outdoors or indoors? After all, some 

of our virtual congregation cannot 

join us on campus for reasons of 

disability and location. How will we 

include them in future worship? 

 Since we mounted a remarkable vir-

tual Lenten book study group with 

consistent attendance from Harwich 

and off-Cape, how might we plan 

Christian education for all ages in 

the future?  

 Since we offered drive-by Palms on 

Palm Sunday as well as outdoor ser-

vices with Communion to members 

and complete strangers, what will 

happen next year? How will we con-

tinue to reach out liturgically to the 

wider community and continue to 

invite them to grow with us? 

 Since we learned to refocus and 

streamline our ministries, how will 
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we continue to minister even more 

with less? For example, we leaned 

on our Midweek Messages for timely 

information. Beacons were trimmed 

from 20 to 8 pages, emailed then 

uploaded to our website; and our 

20-page Annual Reports were 

emailed to all members. (All of the 

above were still snail-mailed to 

those without computers or who re-

quested these publications.) How 

can we minister in Jesus’ name even 

more effectively and efficiently? 

 

In the end, I as an Interim Pastor am be-
ginning to feel a little like Climate Change 

activist, Greta Thunberg. For, she has 

asked: What have we learned this year? 

How have we been changed? If we accom-
plished so much – together – why go 

backwards?  

 
The creation of God’s realm on earth, 

God’s kin-dom, depends on our using 
what this past year’s crisis taught us. To-

gether, haven’t we learned and offered 
much for God’s Greater Good in our lives 

and to our neighbors? Let us give abun-
dant thanks for how we have been resur-

rected as a church body both spiritually 
and practically, and enter into a “new nor-

mal” with confidence.     
 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Dianne

 

PRAYER LIST 
 
We encourage parishioners to call or email our Interim Pastor or office by midweek with any 
new prayers so they can be printed and lifted up at Sunday worship. 
 

 

Solace & Peace: Family and friends of 
Peggy Bordeweick, Marion Long, Barbara 
Braunhardt, Millie Melling on the death of 
her grandson in Fl., Peggy Rose, Emily Fos-
ter, and the 570,000, who have succumbed 
to Covid-19 in the U.S., and to recent gun 
violence and natural disasters. 
Healing & Comfort: Les l i e  B ’ s  
f r i end  John,  Va l ent ina  and  Baby  
Emma,  June  McG ’s  bro ther  
Br ian ,  Frank R's great- grandson, Kay 
P, Char’s sons,            DeeDee’s relatives Patsy 
and her grandson Taylor, Joe B’s daugh-
ter- in-law Ina and nephew Tom, Mar-
tha, Ardene, Jack, Edie’s granddaughter 
Heidi, Mark C, Miles, Meghan McN. 

Joys & Celebrations: Three kinds of new 
Covid-19 vaccines being distributed.  
Godspeed: Search Team as they seek a 
settled Pastor. 
Community & World: Our nation after 
George Floyd’s court case; living through 
Covid-19, especially the hungry, home-
less, ill, unemployed, students, those suf-
fering from addictions, anxiety and de-
pression, all medical staff, first responders 
and caregivers, victims of racism and gun 
violence, immigrants and children who 
have been separated from their parents, a 
sustainable earth, and peace and justice in 
the US and around the world. 

 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
Marion E. Long 

(November 19, 1922 – March 17, 2021) 
May she rest in peace and rise in glory. 



 

3 

 

 
SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 am 

 

May 2  Fifth Sunday of Easter including Holy Communion 

May 9  Sixth Sunday of Easter (Mothers’ Day) 
May 16  Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 23  Pentecost Sunday with the Receiving of New Members 
May 30  First Sunday after Pentecost (Memorial Day weekend) 
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For May, we will decide whether the service will be outdoors or virtual, week-by-
week, depending on Covid variants, vaccinations, weather and other factors. Please check 

our Midweek Messages or check with the office by Friday noon for up-to-date information. 

SUNDAY LECTIONARY 
     

     It is our tradition to use the Lectionary, with designated Hebrew Bible, Psalm, Epistle and 
New Testament readings, and the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible for our worship 
services, with exceptions.  Listed below are our Sunday lections for this month. 
     Parishioners find it useful to read these designated Scriptures in advance of our services in 
order to familiarize themselves with the texts, and be more ready to hear our sermons and 
participate in our worship. They also find it useful to study our Lectionary Guides when they 
are available. 
 

Sunday, May 2 - Fifth Sunday of Easter  

Acts 8:26-40, Ps 22:25-31, 1 Jn 4:7-21, 
Jn 15:1-8 

Sunday, May 9 - Sixth Sunday of Easter  

Acts 10:44-48, Ps 98, 1 Jn 5:1-6, Jn 15:9-

17 

Sunday, May 16 - Seventh Sunday of 

Easter 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26, Ps 1, 1 Jn 5:9-13, Jn 

17:6-19 

Sunday, May 23 - Pentecost Sunday                                               

Acts 2:1-21 or Ezek 37:1-14, Ps 104:24-
34, 35b, Rom 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21, Jn 

15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
Sunday, May 30 - Trinity Sunday 

Isa 6:1-8 and Ps 29, Rom 8:12-17, Jn 3:1-
17 
 
 

 

 CONSIDERING MEMBERSHIP IN FIRST CHURCH 
 

On Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd, in our 

worship service, we intend to receive any 
friends and newcomers – both from our 

outdoor and virtual services – who wish to 
become members at First Church. We un-

derstand it has not been a normal time for 

such consideration. 
 

At First Church, membership, either active 
or associate, includes declaring your in-

tent to the Interim Pastor and/or Deacon 
Co-chairs, so that they can vote on your 

names at their monthly meeting which 
this spring will be May 4th.  

 
Discussions were held on April 18th and 

(will be held) on May 2nd after worship. In 
addition, the Interim Pastor will speak 

with those who for understandable rea-

sons were not able to attend a meeting. 
 

In general, membership as at other UCC 
churches, includes profession in the 

Church Covenant, attendance at worship, 

spiritual formation (continuing educa-
tion), financial support, communication 

with other members (and newcomers), 
and mission and outreach both within and 

beyond the church. It makes clear one’s 
relation to the Pastor and congregation, 

and allows full participation in the life of 
the church such as voting. 

 
The simple Church Covenant reads: 

Bound together as a Christian Church, and 
depending upon the continued guidance 
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of the Holy Spirit to lead us, we covenant 

together to work in all our ways, accord-
ing to the rule of the Gospel, in mutual 

love and respect to one another, to strive 

to carry out the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
and to love the Lord our God with all our 

hearts and our neighbors as ourselves.  
 

 

If you wish to join First Church this spring, 

please let us know any time before May 
4th by emailing me at dearakawa@veri-

zon.net; contacting either DeeDee Dyer or 

Lynn Carver; or calling Kim in our church 
office at 508.432.1053. May God bless 

and keep you on your journey. 
 

~ Pastor Dianne 
 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 

 

 

 
Since March 22nd Kimberly Perry has 

served as our Administrative Assistant. 
We hope that if you have not already, you 

will stop by briefly outside her office to in-
troduce yourself to her, or telephone or 

email her with questions or requests. It 

almost goes without saying that we still 
observe pandemic guidelines on campus. 

 
Kim brings to us significant administrative 

experience (having managed her own of-
fice in the past), a variety of technical and 

graphic skills, a ready smile and natural 
friendliness, and surprising openness and 

flexibility to changing church life. She is a 
Cape Codder, and member of another 

UCC church.  
 

Kim is in the office Mondays-Fridays from 
9 am – 1 pm. Sometimes, she makes 

other arrangements in consultation with 

the Interim Pastor, her supervisor, and 
notifies the Moderator and Treasurer. On 

those occasions, she will try to leave a no-

tice on her door, or find a volunteer to 
cover the phones and address a simple 

task. 
 

In a short time, Kim has already displayed 

her administrative ministry to our staff 
and officers. She has shown her concern 

for this congregation, which is adapting to 
a post-pandemic world that will never re-

turn to “normal.” People have said of Kim 
“she is even more than we expected,” and 

she is “a gem.” 
 

If you are willing to volunteer in our office, 
please contact Kim. We are creating a 

short list of church members and friends, 
who might offer their services of time and 

talent in this particular way. Good minis-
try requires partnership. 

 

~ Pastor Dianne

mailto:dearakawa@verizon.net
mailto:dearakawa@verizon.net
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BIRTHDAYS IN MAY 
 

6th  Betty Lou Hindle 
13th Karen Goulis 
17th Nancy Segall 
18th John Bitzer 
26th Ursula Hornig 

 

MUSICAL NOTES 
Online Services 

 
Choir summer break 
 
The First Church choir will meet through the end 
of June, and then the choir will have July and Au-
gust off. The choir has really worked hard this year 
making recordings for services. Bravo. 
 
Cd Project 
 
I have been working on the CD project that will 
include recordings that the choir, our soloists, and 
the bells have made, and it also will include some 
music from the demo tapes that Al Gausz did at the 
Gaither studios (done by a professional band). Stay 
tuned for more information about the CDs. Tom 
Jahnke will be working on the CD cases and in-
serts.  
 

Possible concert in June 
 
I would like to do an outside concert in June, which 
is still in the planning stages. It would be a Commu-
nity Vocal Concert by soloists from the church and 
community, and perhaps some involvement by the 
First Church Choir and the Harwich Women’s Cho-
rus. I am thinking now of moving the date up to 
Sunday, June 27th.  
 
Young Singers 
 
The Young Singers will meet this summer beginning 
the week after July 4th, and then having a concert 
of some sort early in August. All young singers ages 
9-17 are welcome. The sessions include a group re-
hearsal as well as an individual voice lesson each 
week. The program is free. 

 

~ Marcia

THE DEACONS’ DOOR 
      

       . . . is always open  
 

“When you reach the end of your rope, put a knot in it and hang on.” 
~ Franklin D. Roosevelt 
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I would venture to guess that most of us 

have felt we were at the “end of our rope” 
more than once over the past year. 

 
Franklin didn’t tell us to give up.  Instead, 
he told us how to keep from falling.  

Maybe the New Testament is doing the 

same thing? 
 

May the good Lord bless and keep you al-
ways, 
 

~ Your Diaconate 
 

COVID-19 VACCINES 
 

Harbor Health is offering two ways to sign up.  
This is the phone number for Harbor Health - call 
1-888-503-0766 for an appointment.  Or on your 
computer, iPad, laptop, etc. log in to:  

https://bit.ly/HHTHVax this will bring you to a 
screen with dates and times.  Click on a date, if still 
available complete information asked to schedule 
an appointment. 

 
MISSION & OUTREACH 

Church World Service Blanket Appeal 
 

This is the month to celebrate the Church World 
Service Blanket Appeal.  It is the time to join to-
gether to COVER our neighbors. Where there is 
need, we see opportunities for compassionate re-
sponse; we envision a world in which people love 
and care for each other.   
 
Each blanket is only $10.00:  $250 provides light-
weight blankets for five families left homeless by a 
tornado; $500 provides warm blankets for a small 
woman’s shelter; $750 provides seventy-five blan-
kets for a homeless street ministry; $1200 provides 

blankets for an organization doing neighborhood 
outreach; $2000 provides blankets for the beds in a 
temporary shelter following a hurricane.                                                                                                                                                                                              
 
We recognize the tremendous need!  Let us give 
generously, joyfully!   
 
Make checks out to First Congregational Church of 
Harwich; memo:  “CWS Blankets” Bring them to 
worship on May 12th, if we gather in person, or mail 
them to:  First Congregational Church of Harwich, 
697 Main Street, Harwich, MA 02645. 

 
~ Lorraine Frederickson 

 

 
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE    

      General Education Scholarship  
 

“LAST CALL” - FCCH Scholarships Available 

The following scholarship opportunity is availa-
ble to First Congregational Church of Harwich 
members, and their extended families.  Schol-
arship Chairperson Richard (Dick) Siegel asks, 
"Do you have grandchildren attending or enter-
ing college?  They can be applicants".    

Click on the link above to download the First 
Congregational Church of Harwich, MA Gen-
eral Education Scholarship Application for 
the Academic Year 2021-2022. 

https://bit.ly/HHTHVax
http://www.firstchurchofharwich.org/scholarships-available/
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Libby Arnold Stevens’  
CORNER THRIFT SHOP 

      

The Thrift Shop is open on Fridays, and Saturdays 
from 10 am – 2:30 pm.  We receive shoppers, ob-
serving strict pandemic guidelines, as well as drop-
off contributions of items, only during these hours.  

Volunteering at the Thrift Shop is an enjoyable way 
to contribute to the church and the community, as  

well as a way to connect with members of the 
church.  If you would like to become a volunteer, 
please speak with any of these Board members:  Ad-
elle Babin, Lynn Bitzer, Joyce Noyes, Sue Perry, or 
Lynn Carver.  

~ Thrift Shop Board 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Following worship on June 4th, the Annual Meeting will be convened.  Please reserve your 
calendars for this yearly event.  A reminder, too, that reports are due on May 10th. 

 
CABINET NOTES 

April 13, 2021 

Attended: Lynn Carver (Acting Moderator), Tom 
Jahnke (Treasurer), Joyce Noyes (Trustees), 
DeeDee Dyer (Deacons), Betty Lou Hindle (Christian 
Ed.), Lorraine Frederickson (Mission/Outreach), 
Nancy Segall (Fellowship) 
 
Opening Prayer - Lorraine Frederickson 
March Cabinet Minutes - Approved as written. 
 
Diaconate: Plans were made for April 11 when Rev. 
Paul Adkins will be our guest preacher.  We 
 prepared budget requests, including a salary 
increase for the Music Director & Organist for FY 
2021-22.  We began our annual membership status 
review.  
Trustees - Annual pledge letters have been sent out 
by the Stewardship Team. 
Mission/Outreach - No report. 
Fellowship - The Parish House kitchen passed the 
Annual Health Inspection.  Some of Fellowship’s 
plans had to be postponed due to recent Covid 
rules. 
Christian Ed - No report. 
Finance - The April Treasurer’s report was approved 
as written. 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Dianne was unable to be at 
the Cabinet meeting due to vacation, so her report 
was read.  It included many events that happened in 
the past month: 

 Drive through Palms, Holy Week, 

Easter worship outdoors. 

 Virtual services hosted and recorded 

by Marcia Hempel, and then up-

loaded to YouTube by Tom Jahnke. 

 Virtual Lenten Reading Group 

 Retirement of Gail Nickerson after 

13 years of service, redecorating of 

the office by Tom, and arrival of our 

new Administrative Assistant, Kim-

berly Perry. 

 The Thrift Shop reopened in March. 

 Discussions and preparations for up-

coming Interments, Committals, and 

Memorials. 

 Dianne thanked all who helped with 

the above mentioned events. 



 

9 

 

Other Business: 

 Board Chairs are asked to send their budget 

requests for FY 2021-22 to Tom by April 30. 

 It was decided to plan for the Summer Fair 

on August 14, knowing that we may need to 

cancel depending on the situation with 

Covid-19.  Hopefully, the Strawberry Social 

Swing Dance will take place the next day, Au-

gust 15.   

 The Nominating Committee has met and will 

present a slate of Officers and Board Mem-

bers at the next Cabinet meeting. 

 Cabinet members have been meeting to re-

view and revise the Church Bylaws for 

presentation at the Annual Meeting. 

 Important Dates: 

April 30 – Budget requests to Tom 
May 10 – Annual Reports to Kim 
May 23 – Warrant for Annual Meeting 
posted 
June 6 – Annual Congregational Meeting 

 
Closing – Cabinet members recited the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
 
Next Cabinet Meeting – Tuesday, May 11th @ 4 pm 
in the Parish House 
 
~ Lynn Carver

WHAT WILL BE YOUR LEGACY? 
 

Have you thought about your legacy? When you in-
clude First Church in your will or estate plan, you 
leave a lasting legacy. It reflects your values and en-
sures the continued mission of First Church in the 
future.  

To establish your legacy, please contact your attor-
ney and Tom Jahnke, the Treasurer of First Church, 

to discuss this matter. Before the end of a fiscal year, 
it is possible to establish this lasting gift, earn a full 
tax deduction on the bequest amount, as well as re-
tain some income from the funds during your life-
time.   

 ~ Bob Buchanan, Trustee 
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