
                
 

September 2021 Beacon 
 

IN THE INTERIM 
 
Beloved Church, 
 
     This is my final article of In the Interim as your 
Interim Pastor. After this, you will gently move on, 
thanks to the grace of our loving God, to “settled” 
ministry with Rev. Susan Thomas. She is traveling 
from Michigan to the Cape to begin sharing Christ’s 
ministry with you here on September 10th. Her first 
service will be on September 12th – so I encourage 
everyone to offer her a warm welcome to start her 
ministry with and among you. 
     As I depart, I am reminded of a silly black-and-
white cartoon from The NewYorker magazine. I 
forget who created it, and someday will find out. But 
it showed the Boston Symphony Orchestra when 
Seiji Ozawa was its conductor.  
     The caption said something like: The Beethoven 
symphony has ended, and the conductor has left the 
stage to thunderous applause from the audience 
and now he has returned to take a bow and the au-
dience is getting to its feet and now the conductor 
has gestured to his concert master to stand and take 
a bow and he and the audience are clapping and 
now he has asked his first violinist to stand to take a 
bow and now the whole orchestra has been asked to 
stand and the conductor and the audience are still 
clapping, and now almost everyone is clapping and 
now I am getting to my feet and I am clapping! 
     The cartoon was a tribute to William Pierce, the 
longtime announcer of the Boston Symphony Or-
chestra concerts, (the man with the unmistakable 

golden voice), at his retirement after a long and dis-
tinguished career. Bill, as he was known at one of 
Steve’s churches, was also the first parishioner to 
greet us in our new home, welcome us back after 
our son was born, and be buried with his family in 
Westport by Steve when that sad but inevitable time 
came many years later.  
     Bill was known for his conjunction, and, which 
he seemed to always use and get away with. No one 
complained that he used it too often or should find 
a different word to string his sentences together. 
And was the right word and seemed to connect the 
performance, movement and bring everyone to-
gether in the end.  
     As I leave, I thank all of you for your presence, 
respect and support over these two-and-a-half 
years. And I thank you for your attendance at our 
farewell service last Sunday, and for your very gen-
erous gift of the fabulous luncheon, beautiful cards, 
thoughtful poem, ridiculous T-shirt, and shiny sil-
ver purse with gold inside, and more. Like Bill 
Pierce, I would observe us as well as join in, if only 
for a moment, sitting and standing and bowing and 
applauding and appreciating and giving thanks and 
celebrating our time together! May God continue to 
bless us and keep us now and always. 
 
With love, 
Pastor Dianne 

 
 

 



 
 
WELCOME REV. SUSAN THOMAS 

 

Please join us for worship on Sunday, September 
12th at 10:30 am to welcome our new settled pas-
tor, Rev. Susan Thomas.  We begin a new chapter 
together in the life of First Church.  Hope to see 
you there!  
 
Dear Good & Loving People, 
 
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go the 
house of the Lord!’” (Psalm 122, vs. 1) was the song 
on my and Dawn’s hearts as we were with you in 
mid-July and received your incredible hospitality, 
support and blessings; and then as we left to plan 
our return to pastor with all of you. So it is with 
genuine joy and excitement that our family (me, my 
partner-Dawn Brooks, and our kitty- Queen Victo-
ria Alexandria aka Vica) makes the trek to our win-
ter rental in Eastham (200 Captains Way) and be-
gins our ministry with First Churchers on Friday, 
September 10th!  
 
Now, a song to “give thanks to the name of the Lord” 
(vs. 4c). For the awesome, fun and faithful Search 
Committee members- thanks y’all! For Pastor Di-
anne and her healing ministry among you; for going 
not just the extra mile, but many extra miles 
throughout the pandemic and beyond- mucho 
thanks! For the First Church staff and their dedica-
tion, inspiration and giftedness- thanks y’all! For the 

many ministries and all the ministers of First 
Church- thanks y’all for your commitment as fol-
lowers of Jesus for the sake of the world! We can’t  
wait to join you as partners in ministry in the name 
of the Lord! 
 
That being said, I usually begin a meeting with new 
folks with an ice-breaker game called “Two Truths 
& A Lie”. We’ll start and I invite you to guess which 
is which and share your own when we meet. Pastor 
Sue: 1) I was a stock car driver in Michigan & Ohio; 
2) My favorite show is “The Great British Baking 
Show”; 3) I love to cook. Dawn: 1) I renovate older 
homes; 2) I love to dance; 3) My favorite hobby is 
needlepoint. Vica: 1) I was born in Massachusetts; 
2) My life’s motto is “Dogs have owners, Cats have 
staff”; 3) I sleep until Noon every day. 
 
Please feel free to be in touch- in person, email: Ho-
peandTools@gmail.com, cell phone/text: 978-
604-4060. 
 
“For the sake of the house of the Lord, our God, I 
will seek your good” (vs. 9),  
 
Hope & Tools, 
Pastor Sue

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vica says, “I’m all packed and ready for my new church home!
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FIRST CHURCH COVENANT 
Bound together as a Christian Church, and depending upon the continued guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead 
us, we covenant together to walk in all our ways, according to the rule of the Gospel, in mutual love and respect 
to one another, to strive to carry out the teachings of Jesus Christ, and to love the Lord our God with all our 
hearts and our neighbors as ourselves.
 

PRAYER LIST 
We encourage parishioners to call or email our Interim Pastor or Administrative Assistant in our office by midweek                 with any new 
prayers so they can be printed and lifted up at Sunday worship. 
 

Solace & Peace: Family and friends of Glenn Mathi-
asen and those of those who have succumbed to 
Covid-19 and recent natural disasters. 

Healing & Comfort: Haley, Ron J, Ann M, DeeDee’s 
relatives, Joe B’s daughter, daughter-in-law and 
nephew, Jack, Edie’s granddaughter Heidi, Mark C, 
Miles.  
Joys & Celebrations: Marriage of Adelle B’s grand-
daughter. Kimberly, and son-in-law, Anthony Ferri-
ola. 

Community & World: Afghanistan and Haiti, our na-
tion after George Floyd’s death, living through Covid-
19 and its variants, especially the hungry, homeless, 
ill, unemployed, students, those suffering from addic-
tions, anxiety and depression, all medical staff, first re-
sponders and caregivers, victims of racism and gun vi-
olence, immigrants and children who have been sepa-
rated from their parents, a sustainable earth, and peace 
and justice in the US and around the world. 

 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
Kay Proctor 

(September 30, 1925 – July 30, 2021) 

 
May she rest in peace and rise in glory. 

 
SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 am  

 

Sept 5 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, including Holy Communion, with Rev. Sally Norris, Guest 
preacher  

Sept 12 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost with Pastor Sue 
Sept 19 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sept 26 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

 

SUNDAY LECTIONARY

     It is our tradition to use the Lectionary, with designated Hebrew Bible, Psalm, Epistle and New Testament 
readings, and the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible for our worship services, with exceptions.  Listed 
below are our Sunday lections for this month. 
     Parishioners find it useful to read these designated Scriptures in advance of our services in order to famil-
iarize themselves with the texts, and be more ready to hear our sermons and participate in our worship.  
 
Sun., Sept. 5 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
Psalm 125 
James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17 
Mark 7:24-37 
 
Sun., Sept. 12 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 1:20-33 
Psalm 19 or Wisdom 7:26-8:1 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 
 

Sun., Sept. 19 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 31:10-31 
Psalm 1 
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 
 
Sun., Sept. 26 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
Psalm 124 
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 



 
 

BIRTHDAYS IN SEPTEMBER 
 

2nd  Elaine Porter 
4th  Mary Montgomery 
16th  Dana Clark 
23rd  Millie Melling 

 

MUSICAL NOTES 
First Church Choir 
 
The First Church Choir is planning to sing for ser-
vices one anthem per Sunday, masked (recom-
mended) with singers masks. We are trying new 
things and are hoping to stay safe. We are looking 
forward to hopefully singing in a big Christmas 
Concert celebration the first weekend in December. 
Usually the Christmas Stroll in Harwich is the first 
weekend, and if we have it on Saturday that date is 
December 4.  
 
Harwich Women’s Chorus Concert 
 
The Harwich Women’s Chorus will give a concert 
on October 3 at 3:00 PM, here at First Church. We 
have not decided if we will have an outside concert 
or inside. But it will take place, and will include  

 
jazz, folk, and gospel music. James Taylor, Neil 
Young, music from Ireland and Nova Scotia, swing 
music, pop music by Poco, and more. Donations are 
welcome but not necessary for admission.  
 
Marcia Hempel Concert 
 
On Sunday, September 12 at 3:00 PM, Marcia 
Hempel will give a combination organ and vocal 
concert, called “The Old and the New”. Marcia will 
play organ music by contemporary composers, in-
cluding jazz and pop styles, as well as her own or-
gan pieces. Then she will sing her own compositions 
which are based on Early American hymn texts, 
with hopeful and thoughtful themes. The concert is 
free.  
~ Marcia Hempel 

 

THE DEACONS’ DOOR 
      

       . . . is always open  

 
“Peace begins with a smile.” ~ Mother Theresa 

 
This sounds almost too simple to be true, but there was another who lived over 2000 years ago and preached 

beautifully simplistic messages as well. 
 

 
Members & Friends Deacons’ List  

July 2021 - June 2022 
 

DeeDee: A      -      G 
Edie:  H      -      Mar 
Lynn C.: Mas -       Ram 
Lynn B.:  Rin   -       W 

 

 



Volunteers Needed 

 
The Deacons are looking for volunteers to help out 
on Sunday mornings to bring members or friends, 
who have no transportation or are no longer are 
able to drive, to get to church. These are parishion-
ers who want and need to come to the worship 
service, to see and talk with friends. 
  
 

If any member or friend of First Church is able and 
willing to help out on an occasional Sunday, please 
call the church office and leave your name and 
phone number with Kim, Administrative Assistant, 
at 508-432-1053 or speak with a Deacon. 
  
~ DeeDee Dyer & Diaconate

MISSIONS 
 
Contributions for the Hands of Hope Outreach Cen-
ter Food Pantry will be accepted Sunday mornings.  
Containers for food will be available in the narthex 
as you enter the church.  We recently received the 
following email: 
 

HANDS OF HOPE OUTREACH CENTER FOOD 
PANTRY 

49 RT 28 PO BOX 387 WEST HARWICH 02671 
508-432-1312 

churcheshoh@comcast.net 
 
Please consider donating any of the following items: 
Baked Beans, Soup, Pasta Roni or Rice A Roni, Ra-
men Noodles, Cookies & Crackers, Cereal, Mustard, 
Ketchup, Mayo, Stuffing Mix, Jello/Pudding, Tuna, 
Baggies/Snack Bags for School Lunches. 

They are also in need of Backpacks for kids ages 5-
16.  And any pencils, markers, looseleaf paper, etc. 
that can be placed inside their building. 
 
Donations are accepted Monday and Friday, 10 am-
3 pm or Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, 1p-3p or 
call to make other arrangements. 
 
Also, now we will again sponsor Dollars for the 
Food Pantry of Cape Cod on the second Sundays of 
each month.  Everyone is invited to contribute one 
dollar (or more) to the collection box for the Food 
Pantry of the Cape Cod Council of Churches.  
 
~ Lorraine Frederickson, pro tem

 

THANK YOU! 
 
Thank you to the congregation for all their hard 
work to make our Good Ol’ Summer Time Fair a 
resounding success! Everyone pitched in right 
from the start and worked hard to pull its many 
pieces together.  Witnessing the genuine com-
radery of the congregation as they worked side-by-
side, performing countless tasks, hearing the new 

crafters say how friendly everyone is and hoping 
they will be asked to come again, and feeling the 
generosity of spirit and appreciation of the people 
attending the Fair, was affirming and uplifting – 
and truly God’s work in action. My thanks to all 
for giving of their time and talents. I’m humbled to 
be in their midst.    ~ Joyce Williams 

 

Libby Arnold Stevens’  
CORNER THRIFT SHOP 

 
On September 3rd and 4th the Thrift Shop will hold 
its annual Summer Blowout Sale.  All items will be 
50% off!  We hope to see you there. 
 

The Thrift Shop continues to be open on Fridays and 
Saturdays from 10:00 am to 2:30 pm.   
 
~ Thrift Shop Board 

 

WHAT WILL BE YOUR LEGACY? 
 

Have you thought about your legacy? When you in-
clude First Church in your will or estate plan, you 

leave a lasting legacy. It reflects your values and en-
sures the continued mission of First Church in the 
future.  

mailto:churcheshoh@comcast.net


 

 

To establish your legacy, please contact your attor-
ney and Tom Jahnke, the Treasurer of First Church, 
to discuss this matter. Before the end of a fiscal year, 
it is possible to establish this lasting gift, earn a full 

tax deduction on the bequest amount, as well as re-
tain some income from the funds during your life-
time.   

~ Bob Buchanan, Trustee 

 
HISTORY CORNER
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