
                
 

October 2021 Beacon 
 

NEW BEGINNINGS! 
 

 
 
Dear Good & Loving People, 
 
What do you see in this picture? Besides the “God 
danced on the day you were born” mug that I pur-
chased at our Thrift Shop, I hope you see the jum-
bled ball of cotter pins. Yes, cotter pins! I’ve inten-
tionally placed this ball of cotter pins on every 
work-place desk since my first “real” job when I 
was in my 20s. Here’s the back story and why it’s 
relevant to our ministry together.  
 
I was the Sales Manager for a fastener company 
(think nuts, bolts, washers…..and cotter pins) in 
Detroit. Obviously being in Detroit our biggest ac-
counts were with the automotive companies. My 
account was General Motors. The President of our 
company drilled into us this mantra- “Never shut 
down a line!!” because it costs a fortune to shut 
down the assembly line at an automotive plant and 
the supplier is the one who pays.  
 
One day, I received a phone call from a Plant Man-
ager who said a shipment of 2,000,000 cotter pins 
was all jumbled up and I needed to send out 

2,000,000 more that day or else the line would 
shut down. The dreaded words in my head, instead 
of responding with “Yes, I’ll drive right over”, I 
pushed back, “It’s just a bunch of cotter pins, what 
could go wrong? Don’t you have some workers 
who can pick through them and send us back the 
rest?” Not good customer service!  
 
The Plant Manager called back the next morning, 
“We’ve picked through as many as we can, but 
we’re done and need more good parts today to 
keep the line going!” Not believing that cotter pins 
could cause such trouble, I pushed back again, 
“Hmph! I’ll come over myself and take a look at 
the situation”. The Plant Manager met me in his 
office and took me to the shipment of cotter pins. 
Opened box after opened box, there they were - 
giant balls of jumbled stuck together cotter pins. I 
opened more boxes and found yet more jumbled 
balls of cotter pins. There was no way anyone 
could get them unstuck!  
 
It was a big serving of “humble pie” for me! And a 
big ask for forgiveness to the Plant Manager for 



not taking the situation seriously and not respect-
ing and valuing the needs of his workers. 
2,000,000 new cotter pins were delivered by our 
driver that afternoon.  
 
I learned a huge lesson about customer service that 
day, one that has stayed with me ever since and 
I’ve placed that jumbled ball of cotter pins on each 
work-place desk as a visual reminder. That jum-
bled ball of cotter pins reminds me each day:  

 to listen deeply 

 to be humble 

 to ask for forgiveness when I mess up 

 that everyone is my “customer”  

 therefore, everyone is priceless and needs to 
be valued no matter who they are  

 to attend to the needs of those I serve 
 
I promise to remember these lessons as your Min-
ister who has been blessed to be called by God and 
the First Church congregation to shepherd, lead, 
and pray for you. While I’m no longer in the busi-
ness of selling, I’m still in the business of providing 
valuable customer service. So how can I serve you? 

Here are 6 questions for you to respond to that 
would help me to get to know you and serve you: 
 

1. Tell me about yourself. 
2. What’s going well in your ministry and/or 

at First Church? 
3. What’s not going well that you would like 

to see improved or addressed? 
4. What burning questions would you like to 

ask me? 
5. If you were in my shoes, what would you 

focus on? 
6. How can I pray for you? 

 
Please feel free to be in touch- in person, email: 
HopeandTools@gmail.com, cell phone/text: 978-
604-4060. 
 
James, the younger brother of Jesus, wrote to his 
churches: “You must understand this, my beloved: 
let everyone be quick to listen...” (1:19a) 
 
In God’s peace & purpose, 
Pastor Sue 

 
 

READY TO JOIN A LOVING CHURCH FAMILY? 
 

 
 
Is First Church where God is leading you to grow, 
serve, and belong? We would love for you to be in 
discipleship and ministry with the First Church 
family and covenant to join! 
 
Instead of multiple classes, we invite you to one in-
formational meeting after worship on Sunday, Oct. 
10th. Then if you chose to become a member, you’ll 
be received into the church family during worship 
on Oct. 24th.  
Let’s grow together into the grace and knowledge of 
Jesus, our Lord and Savior, who is head of the 
Church and calls us to be diverse and yet one body.  

 
My partner Dawn Brooks and I have said “READY!” 
to joining First Church as members and if it is on 
your heart to say “READY!” too, c’mon along on this 
adventure with a loving family of faith.  
 
Text “READY” to my cell phone @ 978-604-4060, 
email it to me at HopeAndTools@gmail.com, call 
the church office @ 508-432-1053 and let’s chat 
or be in touch with one of our awesome Deacons.
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FIRST CHURCH COVENANT 
 

Bound together as a Christian Church, and depending upon the continued guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead 
us, we covenant together to walk in all our ways, according to the rule of the Gospel, in mutual love and respect 
to one another, to strive to carry out the teachings of Jesus Christ, and to love the Lord our God with all our 
hearts and our neighbors as ourselves.
 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 am

“The Sabbath-day is the savings-bank of humanity.” — Arthur Frederick Saunders 
 
Oct. 3rd: Holy Longings Series: Outward...Other 
People Exist (World Communion Sunday) (2 Sam-
uel 12:1-5; Luke 10:25-37) Jesus calls the church 
to be a compelling force for good in the world, so 
the church is at its best when it serves, sacrifices, 
and loves, caring about the things God cares about. 
 
Oct 10th: Holy Longings Series: Forward…Light 
switches & Seeds (Jeremiah 31:31-34; 2 Corinthi-
ans 3:1-6) Every church has to ask the question: 
“What does it look like for us to live out that future 
reality today?”  The church constantly explores, 
questions and wrestles with creative and imagina-
tive ways to live out and communicate the teach-
ings of Jesus.  
 

Oct. 17th:  Laity Sunday -Wear Your Hat to 
Church!! (2 Kings 4:1-7; Luke 10: 1-9, 17-20) 
Observed on the third Sunday in October, this day 
calls the Church to celebrate the ministry of Chris-
tians of all ages in the home, workplace, congrega-
tion, community, and world. Volunteer recognition 
& kudos to all.  
 
Oct. 24th: Peshtigo!  (Genesis 16:7-13) No concern 
is too small for God; God is with us! 
 
Oct. 31st: Reformation & All Saints Sunday (Refor-
mation: various Scriptures that informed the Great 
Reformation; All Saints: John 14:1-4; Revelation 
21:1-6).

FOR YOUR REFLECTION 
 

As part of our Holy Longings series of the purposes 
of the church, we looked at the Withward direction 
or how it is we go with one another as a church 
family (Ephesians 3:14-17 was our focus Scrip-
ture). 
 
This is kind of a long quote but it applies to what I 
was trying to say in the Withward sermon. I offer it 
for your reflection: 
“A house does not make a home; people do. A build-
ing does not make a church: people do. A chart does 
not make a church: people do. Begin not with the 
plant or policies, but with the people. The 13 chap-
ter of 1 Corinthians does not end with the words, 
‘Now abideth institution, organization, and church 

growth’. The text is very clear: ‘Now abideth faith, 
hope, and love, and the greatest of these is love’. A 
congregation is a family. In our time, people long 
for a congregation, not an institution. They long for 
a family, not an organization. Begin with family.” – 
these wise words are from the great all-things-
church author Kennon L. Callahan in his book, “A 
New Beginning for Pastors and Congregations” 
 
Do Callahan’s words resonate with you? Do you or 
people you know long for a church family more 
than an institution? Is there room for both? -after 
all as with any family we must look after the needs 
of the household. What are your thoughts? 
~ Pastor Sue 

      

MUSICAL NOTES 
 
HARWICH WOMEN’S CHORUS 
Harwich Women’s Chorus Concert is Sunday, Oc-
tober 3 at 3:00 PM. Directed by Marcia Hempel.  
 
FIRST CHURCH CHOIR 
Choir rehearsals are every week on Wednesdays at 
4:30. We are working on Christmas Music for De-
cember 4, and our Sunday anthems. Join us! 

BELL CHOIR 
Bell choir rehearsals are on Mondays at 10 AM.  
 
SUNDAY SERVICE SOLOIST 
We have a soloist every Sunday, if anyone is inter-
ested. Please let Marcia Hempel know.  
 
~ Marcia Hempel 



 

THE DEACONS’ DOOR 
      

       . . . is always open  

 
“Whether you think you can or you think you can’t, you’re right”.  ~ Henry Ford 

 
Your Diaconate is here for you - our door never closes.  May God be with us all, Your Diaconate 

 
Members & Friends Deacons’ List  

July 2021 - June 2022 
 

DeeDee: A      -      G 
Edie:  H      -      Mar 
Lynn C.: Mas -       Ram 
Lynn B.:  Rin   -       W 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 
October and November 

 
If you would like to or are thinking about donating 
for a Sunday Service to help beautify the church 
sanctuary please consider “Chancel Flowers” for a 
Sunday in October or November in “Memory of” 
or  “Honor of” or “Special Occasion” or “Thank you 
to friend(s) for a kindness” or “Just Because” please 
call or speak to: 

DeeDee Dyer, 508-432-0643 for a Sunday in Oc-
tober 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
 
Lynn Carver, 508-717-1989 for a Sunday in No-
vember 7, 14, 21, 28 
 
The Deacons thank you for your consideration. 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 
The Deacons are looking for volunteers to help out 
on Sunday mornings to bring members or friends, 
who have no transportation or are no longer are 
able to drive, to get to church. These are parishion-
ers who want and need to come to the worship 
service, to see and talk with friends. 
  

If any member or friend of First Church is able and 
willing to help out on an occasional Sunday, please 
call the church office and leave your name and 
phone number with Kim, Administrative Assistant, 
at 508-432-1053 or speak with a Deacon. 
  
~ DeeDee Dyer & Diaconate

MISSIONS 
 
Donations for Hands of Hope Outreach Center 
Contributions for the Hands of Hope Outreach 
Center will be accepted Sunday mornings.  Con-
tainers will be available in the narthex as you enter 
the church.   
 
Please consider donating any of the following 
items: Baked Beans, Soup, Pasta Roni or Rice A 
Roni, Ramen Noodles, Cookies & Crackers, Cereal, 
Mustard, Ketchup, Mayo, Stuffing Mix, Jell-
O/Pudding, Tuna, Baggies/Snack Bags for School 
Lunches. 
 
They are also in need of Backpacks for kids ages 5-

16.  And any pencils, markers, loose-leaf paper, 
etc. that can be placed inside. 
 
The Mission Board will provide delivery of the 
items to Hands of Hope. 
  
Dollars for the Food Pantry 
On the second Sunday of the month we will be col-
lecting money for the Hands of Hope Food Pantry 
of Cape Cod Council of Churches.  Each of us is in-
vited to contribute one dollar (or more).  Please 
place donations in the Hands of Hope basket that is 
provided and located in the narthex. 



 
Severe Storms 2021 Appeal 
The UCC has launched a SEVERE STORMS 2021 
Appeal to receive donations for Hurricane IDA re-
lief.  To respond to this appeal send a check made 
payable to the UCC to: 
 
United Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 71957 
Cleveland, OH  44194 
 
Be sure to note "2021 Severe Storms" in the memo 
line. 

 
2021 Neighbors in Need Campaign 
As part of the United Church of Christ, we have 
just been informed that the 2021 Neighbors in 
Need Campaign will take place in October. The 
spotlight this year will be placed on Homelessness.  
Materials including special envelopes have been 
ordered. Once we have received them they will be 
made available.  More info to come. 
  
~ Lorraine Frederickson, pro tem

Libby Arnold Stevens’  
CORNER THRIFT SHOP 

 
We are so grateful to church folks who donate and 

shop at the “best thrift shop in town!” 

Come by and take a look at our fall clothing and 
other items. At the same time, say hello to the won-
derful volunteers who are busy processing dona-
tions in the back room, or overseeing sales on the 

floor. 

We also have three ladies who work behind the 
scenes on Monday mornings when the shop is 

closed.  Hilda Cohen, Jean Brown, and Anne Stew-
art do a wonderful job moving items to and from 
the attic, changing over the merchandise between 
seasons, pricing donations, etc.  Many thanks to 

these quiet, but vital workers.    

We’re happy to report that for the first three months 
of this fiscal year, the Thrift Shop has been able to 
transfer $15,900 to First Church! 
 
~ Thrift Shop Board 

WHAT WILL BE YOUR LEGACY? 
 

Have you thought about your legacy? When you in-
clude First Church in your will or estate plan, you 
leave a lasting legacy. It reflects your values and en-
sures the continued mission of First Church in the 
future.  

To establish your legacy, please contact your attor-
ney and Tom Jahnke, the Treasurer of First Church, 

to discuss this matter. Before the end of a fiscal year, 
it is possible to establish this lasting gift, earn a full 
tax deduction on the bequest amount, as well as re-
tain some income from the funds during your life-
time.   

~ Bob Buchanan, Trustee 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS IN OCTOBER 

 

2nd  Dan Avery 
7th  Barbara McMillan 
9th  Judi Novak 
20th  Murray Johnson 
23rd  Mark Curran 
24th  Edwin Swanson 



 

 

PRAYER LIST 
 

We encourage parishioners to call or email our Interim Pastor or Administrative Assistant in our office by midweek                 with any new 
prayers so they can be printed and lifted up at Sunday worship. 
 

Solace & Peace: We bring before our Creator- loved 
ones, friends, neighbors- known and unknown to 
us- who have passed away. Our comfort is in Jesus 
the Christ. We who live on, live on in comfort that 
nothing can separate us from the love of God (Ro-
mans 8:38-39).  We also pray for God to comfort 
any who are in need and/or facing difficult trials. 
We pray, and ask God to draw very close, and to 
raise up the right people to be ministers and to be a 
genuine comfort and support during times of trial 
and/or grief. 

Healing & Comfort: Char S; Peter G.; Ursula H; Ad-
elle B’s friends Joan B and Ann W; Haley; Ron J; Ann 
M; DeeDee’s relatives; Joe B’s daughter, daughter-

in-law and nephew; Jack; Edie’s granddaughter 
Heidi; Mark C; Miles.  
Joys & Celebrations:  Praise God for our staff, Board, 
committees, teams and individual volunteers! 
Community & World: Poverty; near homeless and 
homeless; living through Covid-19 and its variants; the 
hungry; ill; unemployed; school employees and stu-
dents; those suffering from addictions; anxiety and de-
pression; all medical staff; first responders and care-
givers; victims of racism; immigrants and children; a 
sustainable earth; and peace and justice in our homes, 
our communities, this great nation and the world we 
share.
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