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Dear Good & Loving People, 
 
Every Christmas season, there’s one must-have 
Christmas present. We have been known to wait in 
line for hours, pay massive amounts of money and 
even physically fight in stores (even before Black 
Friday) just to get our hands on the year’s hottest 
doll or toy or gadget. Maybe you were the kid with 
this gift on your Christmas list because all the other 
kids had this one on their list, or maybe you were 
the parent fretting about how to get your kid this 
gift because you wanted your kid to have what all 
the other kids were getting.  
 
Do you remember any of these best-selling gifts 
from Christmas Past? 

 1934: Shirley Temple doll (price then: 
$2.89; value today: $1,545.50) 

 1960: Chatty Cathy doll (price then: $19.90; 
value today: $195.00) 

 1964: G.I. Joe (price then: $4; value today: 
$210) 

 1977: “Star Wars” action figures (price 
then: $2.79; value today: up to $1,200) 

 1983: Cabbage Patch Kids (price then: $25; 
value today: up to $499) 

 1996: Tickle Me Elmo (price then: $27.99; 
value today: $9.60) 

 1996: Beanie Babies (price then: $4.95; 
value today: $4.99 to $5,000 for the rarest) 

 2006: Nintendo Wii (price then: $249; value 
today: about $100) 

 
No doubt you’ve noticed that many of these gifts 
have gained in value over the years, but some of 
them are actually worth less today than the prices 
we paid for them when they were the “hot ticket” 
item for that year.  
 
So, let me go out on a limb here and predict the 
most-needed Christmas gift for 2021……..(wait for 
it)……..well, it’s actually the same gift given to 
God’s people for over 2,000 years now—Jesus, our 
Emmanuel (which means God-with-us)! You can 
thank me later for saving you oodles of money this 



year because the gift of God breaking into our world 
and taking on human flesh in Jesus was and is and 
always will be free.  
 
In this frenzied season, will you take a moment to 
notice and celebrate “the reason for the season”—
the in-breaking of God into our world in the birth 
of God’s Son, Jesus? Will you take a moment to put 
out your hands and cradle the gift that God has 
wrapped in swaddling cloths especially for you? 
The gift whose gift-tag reads: “To: You! With love 
from, God!”  
 
And then take a moment to whisper a prayer back 
to God: “Thank you, God, for giving me the world’s 
greatest gift, the One that keeps on giving and never 
runs out. The only One who can bring me lasting 
Hope, Peace, Joy & Love.”  
 
Will you then take another moment to share God’s 
gift with others? Will you invite a friend, neighbor, 

co-worker, relative to church during December? So 
they too can learn, perhaps for the first time in their 
lives, that God loves them and has sent a Savior into 
the world to deliver us from our enslavement to the 
“stuff” of this world, from the seemingly endless 
problems and pains of this cultural moment.  
 
I’ll go out on another limb and predict they won’t 
go away disappointed but surrounded by a loving 
church family of followers of this Jesus. We’ll gather 
to worship Jesus our Emmanuel (God-with-us) on 
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. and on Christmas 
Eve @ 7:00 p.m. 
 
Christmas Blessings to you, and yours, and those 
who are waiting to learn of the gift of Good News 
that God is with us and for us, now and forever-
more, 
 
~ Pastor Sue

 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 am

“The Sabbath-day is the savings-bank of humanity.” — Arthur Frederick Saunders 
 
Dec. 5th:  2nd Sunday in Advent & Communion 
Sunday. “Joseph meet Ancestry.com” (Matthew 
1:1-6, 16-25) We peer into the windows of Mat-
thew's house because who's inside reveals our 
linked lives are not so simple, but  can be rather 
complicated and messy.  It's all okay because Jesus 
embraces us and our families with all our fractures 
and flaws. 
 
Dec. 12th: 3rd Sunday in Advent. "Gaudete" or 
"Rose" Sunday when we light the Pink candle on the 
Advent Wreath. PLEASE WEAR SOMETHING PINK 
TO CHURCH TODAY TO BE IN SOLARITY WITH 
THOSE WHO HAVE EXPEREIENCED BREAST CAN-
CER. "The Joy of The Season" (Luke 1:39-56) - what 
a police officer from Louisville, KY and a 90 year old 

grandmother, Gagi, can teach us about recovering 
"joy" in this season.   
 
Dec. 19th: 4th Sunday in Advent. PLEASE WEAR 
SOMETHING PURPLE TO CHURCH TODAY TO BE 
IN SOLARITY WITH THOSE WHO HAVE EXPEREI-
ENCED ANY TYPE OF CANCER as we light all three 
Purple candles. "Christmas Story Monologues" fea-
tures Mary (Lynn Carver), Joseph (Joe Boro), and a 
Shepherd (Tom Jahnke). You don't want to miss this 
trio! 
 
Dec. 26th: The Rev. Connie Bickford will lead us in 
worship this Sunday as Pastor Sue will be on vaca-
tion.

 

MISSED A SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE? 
 
We are recording Sunday worship services and 
posting them to YouTube. Click this link to be taken 
to First Church's YouTube channel and watch a ser-
vice as well as share it with your family and friends. 
You can also click the "Subscribe" button as the 
more subscribers we have, the more attractive we 
become to visitors! 

Copies of Pastor Sue's sermons are located near the 
front doors of the church, just ask a Deacon to help 
you locate them; or email Pastor Sue at Ho-
peAndTools@gmail.com and she will gladly email 
them to you.
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WELCOME TO CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 2021! 
 
A year ago due to the COVID-19 pandemic many 
church’s celebrated Christmas Eve over Zoom. But 
not the First Church family!  Our church family 
wanted to find a way to be together on Christmas 
Eve so we met outside.  
 
Although the challenges of this pandemic continue, 
we hope to offer our Christmas Eve service in the 
sanctuary this year. We invite you, your loved ones, 
friends and neighbors to celebrate the blessing of 
togetherness at our Christmas Eve service on Friday, 
December 24th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
We cannot even begin to imagine the monumental 
leap Jesus took to come to earth with our finite and 
limited minds. Yet, if our hearts are open to the 

leading of the Spirit, we will recognize the Hope, 
Peace, Joy and Love that Jesus birth has made avail-
able in our lives. The only true and lasting eternal 
Son of God and Hope for humanity, and his name is 
Jesus, our Emmanuel (God-with-us)! 
 
While things may be a bit different for this Christ-
mas Eve service (like the requirement to wear a 
mask), we do pray that you will join us for this Can-
dlelight Worship Service that will center around the 
story and songs that tell of the humble birth of Jesus 
the Christ. 
 
Let’s worship our Emmanuel together on this 
Christmas Eve! 

 
 

MUSICAL NOTES 
 

The choir, along with instrumentalists and with 
readings by Pastor Sue and Julie Linehan, will pre-
sent an Advent Christmas Concert at 3 PM on Sat-
urday December 4. We hope you will come, it 
promises to be beautiful music and meaningful 
readings.  
 
Christmas Eve is also a time for lovely music, and 
please join us. We are planning special bell music, 
solos, trumpet, and lots of carols.  
 

We are singing Christmas Carols outside at Rose-
wood on Thursday, December 16th from 3:30-4:00 
p.m. All are invited to join in! 
 
There will not be a choir rehearsal between Christ-
mas and New Year’s (December 29). 
 
We wish you and your family and wonderful holi-
day season. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
~ Marcia Hempel 

 



 
 

NEED A SONG IN YOUR HEART? 
 

First Church's web-site has a "Worship Music" page 
that houses a varied collection of music performed, 
written, and/or sung by our gifted staff and mem-
bers. No matter what your mood, your musical 

tastes, or the season- you'll want to visit this page 
again and again to be spiritually refreshed and leave 
with a song in your heart! Check it out by clicking 
on this link.

 

THE DEACONS’ DOOR 
      

       . . . is always open  

 
“Occasionally, you may meet Christians who refuse 
to celebrate Christmas, telling you that Christmas 
was first a pagan holiday.  In the old Julian calen-
dar, December 24/25 was the date for the winter 
solstice, the longest night of the year. 
 
After this night, the days would begin to grow 
longer and the nights shorter.  Ancient people cele-
brated this date; it meant the end of gloom and 
darkness and the victory of the sun and the light 
over that darkness. 
 
Many believe that when Christians in the fourth 
century settled on a date to celebrate the birth of Je-
sus, they chose the date, not because it was a pagan 

holiday, but because the heavens themselves de-
clared at this time the truth of the gospel. 
 
The winter solstice represented astronomically 
what John’s gospel proclaimed was happening spir-
itually in the birth of Jesus Christ.  Just as darkness 
was defeated by light, so in Jesus, God’s light would 
defeat the darkness of sin and death.”  Adam Ham-
ilton 
 
Your Deacons wish you all a blessed Christmas 
filled with God’s light, love and peace. 
 
~ Your Diaconate 

 

Members & Friends Deacons’ List 

July 2021 - June 2022 

  

         DeeDee Dyer:   A  -  G 

         Edie Ruggles:    H  -  Mar 

         Lynn Carver:    Mas  -  Ram 

         Lynn Bitzer:      Rin  -  W 

   

To contact your Deacon please refer to our Church Directory for their contact information or talk to them at 
our Sunday Services. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

The Deacons are looking for volunteers to help out on 
Sunday mornings to bring members or friends, who 

have no transportation or are no longer able to drive, to 
get to church.  These are parishioners who want and 

http://www.firstchurchofharwich.org/music/worship-music/


need to come to the worship service, to see and talk with 
friends. 
 
If any member of friend of First Church is able and will-
ing to help out on an occasional Sunday, please call the 
church office and leave your name and phone number 
with Kim, Office Administrator, at 508-432-1053 or 
speak with a Deacon. 

Thank you, 
 
~ DeeDee Dyer & Diaconate 
 
 

 

FELLOWSHIP 
 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
 
The Fellowship Committee would like to thank all 
those who contributed financially or with wonder-
ful baked goods and/or fruit for the Thanksgiving 

Baskets.  We were able to fill and deliver 16 bas-
kets.  These were appreciated by all.  
 
~ Nancy Segall

 

MISSIONS
 
Giving to others is a big part of our First Church 
ministry. The practice of gift giving at Christmas 
time finds its origin in the Magi who brought gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the infant Jesus.  

Join us in the spirit of giving this year. Below are 
some of the ways we extend our heart and gifts to 
our community.

 
Hands of Hope Center  

Cape Cod Council of Churches 
 

The Hands of Hope Center is collecting toys and gifts 
this year. Bring new “unwrapped” toys and gifts to 
the church sanctuary and place them around our 
Christmas tree. The presents will be delivered to the 

Hands of Hope Center to provide a supply of gifts 
and toys for parents to choose a gift for their chil-
dren. All toys and gifts are needed by December 
12th.

  

 
 

The Christmas Fund Offering 
 

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross 
and the Emergency Fund is a Special Mission Offer-
ing that congregations have been supporting for 
over 100 years. Funds provide direct financial sup-
port to active and retired clergy, lay employees and 

their surviving spouses. This offering is received on 
Sunday, December 19th. We have ordered enve-
lopes for this special offering.  

 
 



Shirley Montgomery Memorial Knitting Tree 
 

This knitting tree is a favorite for First Church mem-
bers.  Bring any hand knitted or new ready-made 
mittens, gloves, scarves, hats, and socks to the 
Christmas Tree in the Sanctuary by December 19th. 

Hang your items on the tree or set them around the 
tree. These gifts will be given to the Cape Cod Coun-
cil of Churches Hands of Hope to distribute.

   

 
 

Blessings! 
Dawn Brooks, Chair 
 

 

NOVEMBER CABINET REPORT 
 

Worship Plans – Cabinet members adopted proto-
cols for safety during Covid 19 and colder weather. 

Pastor’s Report  
 Pastor Sue will be on vacation December 25 

-31. 

 Sunday worship services are being taped 
and posted on YouTube. 

 Advent Bible study using Adam Hamilton’s 
book “The Journey” will continue on the 
first three Wednesdays in December. 

 Pastor Sue will present an Advent/Christmas 
Eve series entitled “The Inn.” 

 Publicity is being done through Facebook, 
the Chronicle, and the Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Deacons  

 There will be a Christmas concert on Dec. 4 
@ 3:00. 

 Many thanks to John Leathers who will pay 
for repairs to the oboe pipes on the organ. 

 People may donate to the poinsettia display 
in the sanctuary. Extra money will be sent to 
A Baby Center. 

Trustees 

 Recommendation to change Kim Perry’s title 
to Office Administrator, along with a revised 
job description.  Cabinet approved. 

 Recommendation to increase Kim’s hours 
from 20 to 25 per week.  Cabinet approved. 

Fellowship 

 Coffee hour has resumed.  A new schedule 
for coverage has been distributed to Boards. 

 Sixteen Thanksgiving baskets were prepared 
and delivered. 

Missions – The Board plans to invite speakers from 
local non-profits to which the church donates. 
 
November Treasurer’s Report  

 Approved as written 

 Reminders to fill out check requests, as ap-
propriate 

Auxiliary Team Reports 



Nominating – Cabinet approved three nominations 
to church Boards. 
 
Historical Records – Working on an update of the 
blue church history booklet for the 275th church 
anniversary. 
 

Stevens Fund – Recommended two bike racks be 
purchased and placed on campus. Cabinet ap-
proved.  The Stevens Team will organize a Planning 
Team for the 275th Anniversary Celebration. 
 
Personnel – Worked on a new contract for Kim 
Perry, as recommended by Trustees.

 

TRUSTEES NOTES NOVEMBER 2021 
 

Last Meeting Minutes were accepted. 
 
Old Business – New UCC sign approved. Need to 
see sample. 
 
Administration - Increase Kim's hours adding 5 
hours a week.  Change of title to Office Adminis-
trator and approved new job description with 
changes. 
 
Finance - Budget 
 
New Business 

 A sign or a banner on fence by bike trail to 
be determined. 

 Office & Thrift Shop signs need to be re-
moved for repainting. 

 Request for two-drawer locking file cabinet 
in Office. 

 Request for donation to Harwich Fire Asso-
ciation approved, Sent to Libby Stevens 
committee. 

 Estimates for new walkways and extras. 

 Estimates for window washing in Church.

 

Libby Arnold Stevens’  
CORNER THRIFT SHOP 

 
The 50% off sale on all men’s and women’s pants 
will continue through December 18. 

Thanks to our donors, shoppers, and volunteers, we 
were able to transfer $3,500 to First Church in No-
vember.  That amounts to $25,400 since July 1st. 

The Shop will be closed December 19, 2021 
through January 6, 2022.  

We appreciate your support. 

Thrift Shop Board Members: Sue Perry, Lynn Bitzer, 
Joyce Noyes, Adelle Babin, Hilda Cohen, Lynn 
Carver

 



 

 

 
 

of First Congregational Church of Harwich 
 

How often have you entered church, sat 
down, and cast your eyes around the various build-
ing architecture features and objects that are found 
within the nave and the chancel? The two dominate 
stained glass windows certainly catch one’s atten-
tion. And, the plain stained glass window in the 
chancel, with a plain wood cross, draws one’s eyes. 
 Another focus is of course the church pul-
pit/lectern, located at the top-center of the chancel 
steps. This raised stand has been used for preachers 
and by laity. It is common to find them in churches 
as two separate stands - a lectern and a pulpit. Early 
photographs of FCCH do show the church sanctu-
ary with this arrangement. About four years ago, 
the pulpit/lectern bible was removed to sit at the 
base of the stand on the small table. It is this table 
that is the feature of the month’s HISTORY of First 
Congregational Church. 

 The small table was conceived and designed 
to be used as a Crèche Table, adorned by FCCH’s 
Christmas Lenox figurines representing Christ’s na-
tivity in the stable at Bethlehem. When Richard 
Siegel and his late wife, Iona joined First Church 
twelve years ago, Richard, while sitting in church 
one Advent Sunday morning, noticed nativity figu-
rines on a card table to the right of the flower stand. 
How nice to know that the church has a collection 
of Lenox Classical Renaissance figurines represent-
ing the nativity story. However, you can hardly see 
them.  
 A year later, he and Iona were visiting NYC 
during the Christmas holiday, and attended a pro-
duction at Radio City Music Hall. Most productions 
this time of year end with a pageant of live actors, 
and animals depicting the Nativity of Jesus.

   
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

The audience is drawn to the lighting of the 
brilliant star glowing over the Holy Family - Mary, 
Joseph, and Baby Jesus. At that moment, the bright 
gold cross & circle on the front of the Pulpit came 
into Richard’s mind - a perfect place for the Christ-
mas nativity figurines, below the gold color cross 
representing the message of the everlasting love of 
God. 
  The building of the Crèche Table came to be 
with the efforts of the Chatham-Harwich Newcom-
ers Woodworkers, to which Richard was and still is 
a member. The idea to build such a table was taken 
to the Trustees. They approved the idea. Richard and 

Iona donated the cost of the materials. The Wood-
workers required Richard to make a cardboard 
scale model. That was a challenge given the table 
had to sit on stairs with uneven legs. It was also im-
portant to match the design elements of other sanc-
tuary furniture, i.e., dentil trim on the flower stands 
and pulpit edging and the use of mahogany wood. 
Even the lathe turned legs match our Communion 
table’s leg design. Steve Patzman, the leader of 
Woodworkers, came to the church and took meas-
urements. The following small photos reveal a few 
of several months to produce the Christmas nativity 
figurine Crèche table.

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

A design aspect of the Crèche table that you 
do not see when it is not being used on stairs is a 
storage box under the table top.  It holds the parts 
of two unscrewed rear legs that have been stored. 
They are screwed back on when the Crèche table is 
used on a level surface. 

The Crèche table was made originally to sit 
between the two chancel chairs occupied by the 

preacher and lector. After its first Advent season, 
several church leaders envisioned other uses. But, 
during any Advent season, everyone will be able to 
see and enjoy the Lenox figurines depicting the 
Christmas nativity. 
 
~ Richard (Dick) Siegel - Historian

 

WHAT WILL BE YOUR LEGACY? 
 

Have you thought about your legacy? When you in-
clude First Church in your will or estate plan, you 
leave a lasting legacy. It reflects your values and en-
sures the continued mission of First Church in the 
future.  

To establish your legacy, please contact your attor-
ney and Tom Jahnke, the Treasurer of First Church, 

to discuss this matter. Before the end of a fiscal year, 
it is possible to establish this lasting gift, earn a full 
tax deduction on the bequest amount, as well as re-
tain some income from the funds during your life-
time.   

~ Bob Buchanan, Trustee 

 



 

 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS IN DECEMBER 
 

5th  Elaine Bolinder 
9th  Pat Avery 
9th  Sarah Moyle 
13th  Lori Martin 
14th  Lorraine Frederickson 

 

 
PRAYER LIST 

 
We encourage parishioners to call or email our Pastor or Administrative Assistant in our office by midweek                 with any new prayers so these 
can be printed and lifted up at Sunday worship. 
 
Solace & Peace: We bring before our Creator- loved 
ones, friends, neighbors- known and unknown to 
us- who have passed away. We also pray for God to 
comfort any who are in need and/or facing difficult 
trials. We pray and ask God to draw very close, and 
to raise up the right people to be ministers and to be 
a genuine comfort and support during times of trial 
and/or grief. 

Healing & Comfort: the children, families and 
school that was brutally attacked in Oxford, Michi-
gan; Noah; Char; John Linehan’s friend Cynthia; 
Ava; Mary Ellen M.; Libby C.; Nancy Segall’s friend 
Sal; Mary Ann as she receives chemo for her blood 
disease; Bianca’s daughter Toni Lynn; Julie’s friend, 
Jack; DeeDee’s relatives; Joe B’s daughter, daughter-
in-law and nephew. 

Joys & Celebrations: First Church’s stellar Advent 
Choir Concert; Fellowship Committee’s gathering 
and assembling the Thanksgiving Baskets and the 
Deacons for distributing them. The Linehan’s 
daughter is expecting a baby!; Emily & Edwin are 
moving into their home very soon. 
Community & World: Poverty; near homeless and 
homeless; living through Covid-19 and its variants; the 
hungry; ill; unemployed; school employees and stu-
dents; those suffering with addictions; anxiety and de-
pression; children & adults living with disabilities; all 
medical staff; first responders and caregivers; military 
personnel, victims of racism; immigrants and children; 
a sustainable earth; and peace and justice in our 
homes, our communities, this great nation and the 
world we share.

  



 

 

 
A RECIPE FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON 

½ cup of Hugs 
4 teaspoons of Kisses 

4 cups of Love 
1 cup of Special Holiday Cheer 

½ cup of Peace on Earth 
3 teaspoons of Goodwill Towards All 

1 sprig of Mistletoe 
1 medium bag of Christmas Snowflakes 

 
Mix Hugs, Kisses, Smiles, and Love until consistent. 

Blend Holiday Cheer, Peace on Earth, Goodwill Towards All. 
Use the mixture to fill a large, warm heart where it can be stored for a lifetime, for it never goes bad! 

Serve as needed under Mistletoe, sprinkle with Christmas Snowflakes. 
Serve to one and all! 

 
 

THE CHRISTMAS STORY FOR KIDS OF ALL AGES 
 
Please enjoy these coloring pages and word search 
activities as they can help “kids” of all ages focus on 
the true meaning of Christmas in this season. For a 

good lesson that follows the Christmas Story as it 
unfolds as a word search, click this link. 

 

https://biblegamescentral.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/True-Story-of-Christmas-Word-Search.pdf


 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

FIRST CHURCH COVENANT 
 

Bound together as a Christian Church, and depending upon the continued guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead 
us, we covenant together to walk in all our ways, according to the rule of the Gospel, in mutual love and respect 
to one another, to strive to carry out the teachings of Jesus Christ, and to love the Lord our God with all our 
hearts and our neighbors as ourselves.
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