
March 2022 Beacon 

Dear Good & Loving People, 

Who is Jesus for you today? 

This is a simple question with lots of baggage. 

What does it mean to take up our Lenten journey when 
Jesus may come with more baggage than blessings?  

Let’s launch into an extended conversation this Lent 
about the surprising and lingering significance of Jesus.  

“Jesus: New Lenses for an Ancient Faith” is a worship se-
ries for Lent where we get honest about all the baggage 
and questions our expectations about Jesus brings. 

For example, who did the early church followers of Jesus 
expect him to be- Messiah? Savior? Lord? Son of God? 
Son of Man? Teacher? Rabbi? Prophet? Brother? King? 
Human One? Divine One? Divinely Human One? That’s 
a lot of expectations!  

And, besides these, who do we expect Jesus to be today? 

Many of us learned about Jesus through the lens of the 
church we were raised in or its tradition- a place, a faith 
that shaped you through this lens. And then maybe in 
Youth Group or in your young adult years, your lens was 
that Jesus was a cool dude, a best friend, a person to hang 
out with. For some of us as we have gotten older, it’s the 
American Jesus lens that we see through- the values of 
America become the values of Jesus-whether we like that 
or not.  

In this series, let’s look through the lens of the Jesus who 
was alive in the 1st century, in his original context. A Je-
sus we know through the Gospel writers. I want to im-
part a fresh perspective of what it means when we see 
Jesus through this lens. 

I hope that together we can reimagine Jesus through try-
ing on new lenses, that we can see Jesus from his original 
context so that by Easter Sunday morning, there is a new 
appreciation of the Risen One, 

~Pastor Sue 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE & ASHES TO GO, MARCH 2nd 



As we journey into Lent, everyone is invited to join us on 
Ash Wednesday with services offered on Wednesday, 
March 2nd with Pilgrim UCC Church in Harwich Port. 
First Church is offering the service at Noon with the Rev. 
Helen Nablo from Pilgrim giving the reflection. At 7:00 
p.m. you are invited to Pilgrim with Pastor Sue offering
the reflection. Both services will have the same liturgy

and each church's choir will perform. Ashes will be 
available and/or a blessing as we enter the 1st day of 
Lent. 

Pastor Sue will also be offering "ashes to go" in the area 
near the benches throughout the day on March 2nd. 
Drive by and receive ashes and/or a blessing! 

BIBLE PRESENTATION TO JADE BURROWES-RAMPASARD 
DURING WORSHIP, MARCH 6th 

Studying Scripture is one of the most important ways we 
learn about God. The Christian Education Committee is 
honored to present Jade Burrowes-Rampasard with a Bi-
ble as a gift from our congregation during worship on 
March 6th. Please come to worship to show your support 

for Jade and to pray that this gift will be a starting point 
for Jade to develop an ever-deepening relationship with 
God through Christ, enhanced through the study of 
God’s word. 

2022-2023 SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 

The First Congregational Church of Harwich is making 
available several scholarships from our General Schol-
arship Fund to local high school students (General 
Fund), and to ministry and Christian Education students 
(Woods Fund) this year. 

High school graduates who are residents of Harwich are 
eligible to apply for the General Scholarship or Contin-
uing Education Scholarship if you have received one of 
our scholarships in the past. Members of the First Con-
gregational Church of Harwich and their extended fam-
ilies are also eligible to apply. 

Ministry and Christian Education students who are Har-
wich residents, First Church members or their extended 
families or members of congregations within the South-
ern New England Conference of the UCC are invited to 
apply for a scholarship through the Woods Fund. 

Scholarships are awarded to assist with the cost of at-
tending college, including community college and trade 
schools, and seminary. 

Please note: application materials must be received by 
the First Congregational Church, UCC, Attention: Schol-
arship Committee, 697 Main St, Harwich, MA 02645 
and postmarked by May 31, 2022 (not hand-delivered). 

Click this link to download and print the General Appli-
cation form to apply for an initial first-time award. 

Past recipients can click this link to download and print 
the Continuing Application form to apply for a second 
award. 

https://firstchurchofharwich.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/General_Application_2022-2023.pdf
https://firstchurchofharwich.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/General_Application_2022-2023.pdf
https://firstchurchofharwich.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Continuing_Application_2022-2023.pdf


LENTEN BIBLE STUDY BEGINS TUESDAY, MARCH 15th 

Travel to Israel with author Adam Hamilton as he re-
traces the life and ministry of Jesus Christ.  Read "The 
Way: Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus" as a part of a 
small group Bible study with an emphasis on our Lenten 
journey. Click this link to watch the study’s trailer video. 
Please sign-up by contacting Pastor Sue- in-person, cell 
#978-604-4060, email: HopeandTools@gmail.com. 

Using historical information, archaeological data, and 
stories of the faith, Hamilton follows in the footsteps of 
Jesus from his baptism to the temptations to the heart of 
his ministry, including the people he loved, the para-
bles he taught, the enemies he made, and the healing he 
brought. 

Purchase the "Expanded Paperback Edition" published 
in 2016 by Abingdon Press or ask Pastor Sue to pur-
chase the book for you. This edition includes devotions 

for each chapter and photos from Adam's trip to the 
Holy Lands. In addition, we will watch a video from the 
Holy Land of the area covered in each chapter. 

Tuesdays at 12-1:30 p.m. in the Parish House or Zoom 
(bring your lunch or snacks) or 6:30-8:00 p.m. Zoom 
only. Choose whatever format is convenient for you 
each week. If you need to miss a session- not to worry, 
feel free to drop in whenever you can. 

March 15: Jesus Baptism and Temptation; visit the Jor-
dan River and Judean Wilderness 
March 22: Jesus Healing Ministry; visit Capernaum 
March 29: Proclaiming the Kingdoms; visit the Moun-
tains 
April 5: Calming the Storm; visit the Sea of Galilee 
April 12: The Final Week; visit Jerusalem

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 am 

“Late winter is when I clean my barn...The season of 
Lent can be a kind of spiritual barn cleaning. Stuff 
piles up in every day life. It takes courage to face it 
and to clean it out. It takes even more determination 
to ask for help in the process. But the results of such 
courage and determination are more satisfying than 
any clean barn at the end of the day.”  
—Catherine Foote, Shepherding the Seasons 

Jesus: New Lenses for an Ancient Faith Worship Series 
for Lent 

 March 6: Bible Presentation to Jade Burrowes; Com-
munion; “Expectations” – Isaiah 61:1-2b; Luke 4:16-
21

 March 13: Daylight Saving Time begins; New Mem-
bers join; “Jesus as Healer” – Numbers 15:37-40;
Mark 5:25-34

 March 20: “Follow Me” – Isaiah 40:9-11; Ephesians
5:1-2; John 10:25-30

 March 27: “Jesus as Teacher” – Deuteronomy 18:15,
18; Matthew 5:1-2, 17:1-5

My prayers continue with you and for you as we em-
bark on this Lenten season and on our own personal 
transformation as we consider our spiritual lives be-
fore our Triune God- Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. 
I hope to see you in worship as we try on the various 
lenses (perspectives) of who Jesus was expected to be 
back in the day and your expectations of who Jesus is 
for you today. 

~Pastor Sue 

MUSICAL NOTES 

The concert on Saturday, March 26 will be at 3:00 and I 
hope you all will come and listen to gospel music by the 
choir, solos by various singers in the church, as well as 
singers from Harwich Women’s Chorus. Special guest 
Bob Buchanan is included in the lineup, and trumpeter 
Mark Paradis will play. Please join us for an hour of cel-
ebration and fun. 

The choir is working on their special music for Easter, 
which is on April 17, and on Good Friday we will hear a 

piece that Marcia has written for bassoon, soloist, and 
piano, called My Song Is Love Unknown. Recently the 
choir sang another original piece by Marcia, and they 
are also working on a song that she has set to words by 
Hope Cavendish, called “Hope’s Prayer (This Is the 
Day)”. 

We would love to have more choir members! We meet 
on Wednesdays at 4:45, and Sundays at 9:45. Marcia is 
patient and will work with you, give it a try! 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffirstchurchofharwich.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3De55013fd76e001457e9b43ac3%26id%3D6d711538e6%26e%3D10d61e618c&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6fb33c0fb30a411826dd08d9f6eddfdf%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637812323801299675%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=zog1w%2FtSW%2BFWdMYYfUYJnVwLW3KKEYGOQ2n41lvJtSg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:HopeandTools@gmail.com


FIRST CHURCH CHOIR NEEDS YOU! 

If you can sing, Marcia is willing to help you along and 
make you part of the choir. She can make chorus re-
hearsal CD’s, and can work individually with singers. 
We have a small choir and when people are vacationing 
or are ill or are too busy to sing, the choir becomes very 

small. Please speak to Marcia if you are interested. Easter 
is right around the corner. She is composing new music 
for the choir, and has lots of pieces planned for the Lent 
and all the way through till our special concert in June. 

SPRING FORWARD, SUNDAY MARCH 13th 

It’s time to spring forward and move the clocks ahead 
again!  Sunday, March 13th will mark the start of Day-
light Saving Time as the time will move ahead one hour 

as of 2 a.m. Sunday morning.  Be sure to set your clocks 
one hour ahead on Saturday night so you won’t miss 
worship on Sunday morning

! 

Welcome to our seven new members who have found a 
church home here and feel beloved by this congregation. 
Now they seek to deepen their relationship and commit-
ment to this family of faith by joining the church during 

worship on Sunday, March 13th. Please come to worship 
and welcome Del Borah, Mary Cox, Ellen Goode, Peter 
Goode, John Goodrich, Betty Trummel, and Chris Trum-
mel into membership! 



DON’T MISS THIS CONCERT-THE 275th ANNIVERSARY MUSICALE,  
SATURDAY, MARCH 26th 

On Saturday, March 26th at 3 p.m., First Church will 
present a free concert called Anniversary Musicale, 
commemorating the 275th Anniversary of our church. 
This concert will include gospel choir pieces, blues or-
gan, panpipes, original song, and solos and duets by 
bells, instruments, and several singers. Join us in the 
Sanctuary as we honor our church by celebrating its 
many musicians!  

Participants include Music Director Marcia 
Hempel, First Church Choir, Tom Jahnke, Emily 
Kosoff, Bob Buchanan, Lynn Carver, Mark Paradis, 
and Edie Ruggles…and more! 

Please invite your loved ones, friends, and neighbors to 
this free concert in our Sanctuary. You know they will 
be uplifted! 

WORK WITH JOE BORO ON HISTORY OF FIRST CHURCH PASTORS 

Joe has kindly offered to help the Historical Records and 
275th Anniversary Teams with a great idea to tell the his-
tory of First Church "through the eyes of select pastors". 
He wants to pick 10 ministers from the beginning of the 
church in 1747 and write a vignette of the minister 
along with what significant events were happening in 
the life of the church, country, and world. For example, 
the minister who served during the Civil War or World 
War I, etc.  

Joe would like someone to assist him with research and 
with writing the information into a 10 minute speech 
that will be given during a worship service. Interested in 
research? Great, contact Joe! Interested in speech writ-
ing? Great, contact Joe! His cell phone number is 239-
281-0024.

HAVE A PIECE OF FIRST CHURCH HISTORY AT HOME? 

Richard Siegel, who chairs our Historical Records Team 
has put out the "call" for all First Church members and 
friends for photographs, articles, newspaper clippings, 
etc. to reach out to him and let him know about these 
important pieces of First Church's history. These pieces 

can be copied and returned or loaned for a display, and 
to help us update the blue history book. No piece of his-
tory is too small! Contact Richard at risiegel12@com-
cast.net or 908-447-1521. 

mailto:risiegel12@comcast.net
mailto:risiegel12@comcast.net


 
ARE YOU READY TO LEAD THE 275th ANNIVERSARY PHOTO CONTEST? 

 
As part of the events of our 275th Anniversary, the Plan-
ning Team would like to offer a photography contest, so-
liciting photos (perhaps other media) of our church. The 
contest would begin in June and end in late August. 
Trouble is- we need someone(s) to lead it. Dawn Brooks 
has already volunteered to assist. Are you ready to get 

creative and lead this important contest of promoting 
and publicizing the contest for photos of our church, 
gathering a panel of judges, selecting the winners, and 
then awarding the prizes in August? Please contact Pas-
tor Sue with your interest at HopeandTools@gmail.com. 
Thank you for considering! 

 
 
 

 
 

If you would like to donate flowers for a Sunday Service 
to help beautify the church sanctuary please consider 
“Chancel Flowers” in “Memory of” or “Honor of” or 
“Special Occasion” or “Thank you to friend(s) for a kind 

ness” or “Just Because”. Deacon Edie Ruggles has gra-
ciously agreed to accept orders for March and April. 
Please speak to Edie or call her at 508-432-2333 to or-
der your flowers! 

 
 
 

THE DEACONS’ DOOR. . . is always open 

 
“Count your age by friends, 
not years 
Count your life by smiles, 
not tears.”       ~John Lennon 
 
What a wonderful way to look at, as well as look back 
at, our lives. 

It sounds so easy to do, but, in reality, can be very diffi-
cult. 
As Deacons, we pray that all of you may have more 
smiles and friends than you can count. 
 
              ~Your Diaconate 

 
 
 

mailto:HopeandTools@gmail.com


 
Members & Friends Deacons’ List 

July 2021 - June 2022 
  

         DeeDee Dyer:   A - G 

         Edie Ruggles:    H - Mar 

         Lynn Carver:    Mas - Ram 

         Lynn Bitzer:      Rin - W 

         Shirley Mashoke: New Members & Friends 

 
To contact your Deacon please refer to our Church Directory for their contact information or talk to them at 
our Sunday Services. 

 
 

FEBRUARY CABINET REPORT 
 
CABINET REPORT – February 10, 2022 

Attendance: Lynn Carver, Tom Jahnke, Pastor Susan 
Thomas, Jeep Mashoke, Joyce Noyes, DeeDee Dyer, Betty 
Lou Hindle, Nancy Segall. 

Visitors: Shirley Mashoke, Edie Ruggles 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Sue spoke to Cabinet members 
about her first six months here at First Church as our 
settled pastor. 

Treasurer’s Report – Our investments are doing well.  
Contributions are good.  Expenses are heavier in January 
due to annual insurance premiums and utilities. 

Board Reports: 

 Deacons – Marcia Hempel is preparing for an 
Anniversary Musicale on March 26th.  The Dea-
cons and Pastor Sue discussed shared Ash 
Wednesday services with Pilgrim Church.  There 
was discussion about ways to involve children in 
the worship service.  New members will be join-
ing the church on March 13th.  

 Trustees – The Board thanked John Bitzer for 
hanging the 275th Anniversary banners.  Trus-
tees agreed to add First Church to the Chamber 
of Commerce “Wedding Show” program on 
April 23rd.  There was discussion of concerns 
with the Seal Pub. 

 Christian Ed – The Board approved a job de-
scription for “FCCH Children and Families Out-
reach Worker.”  They will seek funding from the 

Stevens Fund Team.  Emily Smith will teach Sun-
day School in the Elliot Room.  Del Borah has of-
fered to help.  Pastor Sue suggested ways of in-
volving children in Sunday worship. 

 Fellowship – The Board is hoping to start out-
door coffee hours after church in the spring.  
They are planning a picnic for the community as 
part of the 275th Anniversary celebration. 

 

275th Anniversary News – Shirley Mashoke reported that 
the 275th Logo will be completed soon.  The following 
events are planned:  Musicale on March 26; Craft Fair in 
May; Youth Day in July; Strawberry Social and Swing 
Band in August;  Special Service and Luncheon in August 
with Harwich Town Band playing;  Cranberry Parade in 
September;  Cemetery tour in October;  Special Service 
on actual anniversary date in November.  In addition—
Anniversary souvenirs; Update of the Blue History Book;  
History of FCCH “through the eyes of select pastors.” 

Other Business:   

 The Cabinet voted to send the draft Church deed 
from 1747 to the Congregational Library and 

Archive in Boston for safe keeping.  

 The Stevens Team purchased a new projector for 
general church use. 

 Bylaw revisions will be proposed to Cabinet.  If 
accepted, a Special Congregational meeting will 
be held in order to vote on the changes. 

 
 



Libby Arnold Stevens’  
CORNER THRIFT SHOP 

 
 
During the month of February, the Thrift Shop was 
closed one day due to the weather.  Our recent contri-
bution to the Church operating budget was $1,700, 
making a total of $34,400 for this fiscal year. 

Heard recently from our customers:   

 “I love this shop and I always donate.” 

 “I buy lots of things for my mother.” 

 “It is a good bargain place.” 

 “This shop is wonderful.” 

 “I love to come here all the time.” 

 “There is something for everyone.”      
                                                    
Mark your calendars for the March Madness Sale on 
March 18 and 19.  All merchandise will be 50% off.   

WHAT WILL BE YOUR LEGACY? 
 
Have you thought about your legacy? When you in-
clude First Church in your will or estate plan, you 
leave a lasting legacy. It reflects your values and en-
sures the continued mission of First Church in the 
future.  

To establish your legacy, please contact your attor-
ney and Tom Jahnke, the Treasurer of First Church, 

to discuss this matter. Before the end of a fiscal year, 
it is possible to establish this lasting gift, earn a full 
tax deduction on the bequest amount, as well as re-
tain some income from the funds during your life-
time.   

~ Bob Buchanan, Trustee 

 
 

 
 

KIDS OF ALL AGES ACTIVITY PAGES 
 

Enjoy these coloring pages for “kids” of all ages about the Christian origins of Saint Patrick's Day... 
 

Saint Patrick was a fifth-century Christian missionary and bishop in Ireland.  Known as the “Apostle of Ireland”, he is 
their primary patron saint.  Saint Patrick’s Day is observed on March 17th, the date of his death.  It is celebrated both 

inside and outside of Ireland as a religious and cultural holiday. 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS IN MARCH 
 

1st   Carole MacKenzie 
6th   Edie Ruggles 
12th  Mark Paradis 
15th  Shirley Mashoke 
17th  Michael Kennedy 
20th  Ed Hanson 
26th  Richard Siegel 
29th  James (Jeep) Mashoke 
30th  Florence Lofberg     

 
 

PRAYER LIST 
 
We encourage parishioners to call or email our Pastor or Administrative Assistant in our office by midweek                 with any new prayers so these 
can be printed and lifted up at Sunday worship. 
 
Solace & Peace: We bring before our Creator- loved ones, 
friends, neighbors- known and unknown to us- who 
have passed away. We also pray for God to comfort any 
who are in need and/or facing difficult trials. We pray 
and ask God to draw very close, and to raise up the right 
people to be ministers and to be a genuine comfort and 
support during times of trial and/or grief. 

 
Healing & Comfort: Adelle; Shirley Moyle; Mary Ann as 
she receives chemo for her blood disease; Edie’s grand-
daughter, Heidi; Ben L. recovering from serious infec-
tion; Thomas L.; James S. bravely facing cancer treat-
ment; someone who has a serious knee problem that is 
inoperable; Bianca’s daughter Toni Lynn who has pan-
creatic cancer; Katie R. who has brain cancer; Kelly D. 
healing from a kidney transplant; Jack; Noah & his fam-
ily as he recovers; Ted S.; John L’s friends Cynthia & Da-
vid; Ava; Mary Ellen M.; Libby C.; Nancy’s friend Sal; Ju-
lie’s friend, Jack; DeeDee’s relatives; Joe B.’s daughter, 

daughter-in-law and nephew; Forrester suffering from 
a bad back; Gail N. who broke her wrist and her daugh-
ter Lily who broke her leg; Ellen’s daughter Chrystal and 
granddaughter Delaney.   
Joys & Celebrations: Peter G. gives thanks for God’s heal-
ing; Joey; thank you to everyone who donated soup to the 
Souper Bowl of Caring and cards of encouragement and 
gift cards for health care workers.  
Community & World: Living through Covid-19 and its var-
iants; poverty; near homeless and homelessness; the hun-
gry; ill; unemployed; school employees and students; those 
suffering with addictions; anxiety and depression; children 
& adults living with disabilities; all medical staff; first re-
sponders and caregivers; military personnel, victims of rac-
ism; immigrants and children; a sustainable earth; and 
peace and justice in our homes, our communities, this great 
nation and the world we share. People of Ukraine. 

 

FIRST CHURCH COVENANT 
 
Bound together as a Christian Church, and depending upon the continued guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead 
us, we covenant together to walk in all our ways, according to the rule of the Gospel, in mutual love and respect 
to one another, to strive to carry out the teachings of Jesus Christ, and to love the Lord our God with all our 
hearts and our neighbors as ourselves.
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