
 
 

May 2022 Beacon 
 

 
 
Dear Good and Loving People, 
 
There are a few changes around First Church that I'd like 
to share with you this month. Like this image of the but-
terfly from cocoon to spreading its wings to fly- we are 
continuously evolving as a church family (thanks be to 
God for that!). Mostly that will mean a bit less "doing" 
than we've been "doing" in the busy months of Fall, Win-
ter and Spring. 
 
The most noticeable of these changes is the move away 
from the weekly publication of the "Mid-week Message" 
to bi-monthly (twice monthly) "Beacon" newsletters. 
One will appear in your inbox or mailbox on the first of 
the month and the second around mid-month. I do hope 
you will continue to send your news to us 
at firstchurchharwich@comcast.net. 
 
Secondly, I'm moving my day off from Friday to Mon-
day to be more in tune with the rhythm of my week and 
work that I need to complete for Sunday morning. I look 

forward to having Mondays off for personal sabbath 
time to rest and recharge. 
 
Lastly, while I don't have many details to offer yet, please 
know that I look forward to working with the Deacons 
(and Cabinet) on a plan that will be inclusive of the 
needs and responsibilities that I have as your pastor and 
that of the leadership of our church and indeed- you- as 
the valued member in the pew. 
 
I covet your prayers for all of us in this time of rebirth 
and new beginnings as we learn, grow, preserve, adapt, 
and as always endeavor in hope and mutual love and 
trust that God is faithfully with us in this next season of 
life together, 
 
~Pastor Sue 
 
“We delight in the beauty of the butterfly, but rarely ad-
mit the changes it has gone through to achieve that 
beauty.” – Maya Angelou
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SUNDAY SERVICES at 10:30 am 
 

I love this quote, because it reminds us that after the great celebration of Easter Sunday, we still have work to do as fol-
lowers of Jesus. That's what the sermon series "Resurrection Culture" is all about. We continue in May (with a break for 
Mothering Day) to look at the post-resurrection appearances of Jesus to his disciples and what that means for us as his 

disciples today. On to the laundry, Pastor Sue 
 

May 1st: I Can Breathe in a Small Town– John 21:1-14 
May 8th: Mothering Day worship service- God in Blue Jeans - Genesis 16:1-11                 
May 15th: On the Way to Emmaus, Part 1 – Luke 24:13-35 
May 22nd: On the Way to Emmaus, Part 2 - Luke 24:13-35 
May 29th: Pastor Sue is on vacation this Sunday 

 
 

 
 

MOTHERING SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE, MAY 8TH 
 

Let’s celebrate the wonderful women and mother figures 
in our lives on Mothering Sunday, May 8th during wor-
ship.  
 

Please bring in a picture or memento of the "Mother/s" 
(including grandmothers, mother figures, etc.) in your 
life and place them on the table in front of the altar.  
 

We want to recognize all the special women in our lives 
this Sunday with a special gift of appreciation.  
 

Mothers of all kinds, grand and great-grand mothers, 
children, grand and great-grand children- everyone is 
invited to help us celebrate the ministry of nurturing our 
children. 



 



 
What’s Not to Like About a Homemade Pie? 

 

Come to the Craft Fair on Saturday, May 28 from        
10am – 3pm, and you will find that there is nothing to not 
like and everything to love about our pies.  We will be 
offering both homemade pies and cookies, including indi-
vidual pieces of pie.  For the children, we will have small 
bags of cookies. 

We need volunteers to bake those pies!  If you fancy    
yourself a pie maker, please contact Lynn Bitzer at       
508-237-2216.   
We also ask that when you bake a pie, you make a list of 
the ingredients and bring it with you! Thanks! 
~Lynn Bitzer and Mary Olsson 

 

MUSICAL NEWS from Marcia Hempel 
 
The choir is working on their special music for      
Music Sunday, June 13 and the Harwich Women’s 
Chorus will give a concert at 3pm on Sunday, June 

26.  Thank you for a great Easter, I think we brought 
some joy to the day with our music. Here is a poem 
by James Weldon Johnson:  

The Gift To Sing 
 

Sometimes the mist overhangs my path, 
And blackening clouds about me cling, 
But oh, I have a magic way to turn the gloom to cheerful day, 
I softly sing. 

 
And if the day grows darker still, 
Shadowed by Sorrows somber wing, 
With glad defiance in my throat, 
I pierce the darkness with a note, 
And sing and sing and sing. 

 
I brood not over the broken past, 
Nor dread whatever time may bring, 
No nights are dark, no days are long, 
While in my heart there swells a song, 
And I can sing. 

 



NEWS FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL! 
 
We were super excited to kick-off Sunday School classes 
on April 3rd and offer many thanks to the commitment 
of our teachers and assistant: Del Borah, Dawn Brooks, 
and Brennan Finnegan - and of course to our children! 
We plan to offer Sunday School in the Eliott Room after 
the "Kids Message" with Pastor Sue through June 5th, fol-
lowed with a time of thanksgiving and celebration for 
our teachers and class during worship on June 12th. 
 
The class has been learning from the "Compassion: 
Learning to Love Like God" Illustrated Children's Minis-
try curriculum. Each class includes a gathering time, 

story time, imagining time (time to reflect on the story), 
story cards (coloring pages), compassion in action activ-
ity, and closing prayer. Activities have included decorat-
ing and filling a bird-feeder and placing it outside near 
the end of the ramp to the Sanctuary, making cards for 
Mila Hook's 100th Birthday, planting basil seeds for 
Earth Day and placing the pots near the bird-feeder. 
From May 8th-June 5th the class will learn about some 
of the "Beatitudes" from Jesus' Sermon on the Mount. 

 
COME TO THE FIRST CHURCH CRAFT FAIR-SATURDAY MAY 28th! 

 
The First Church 275th Anniversary Planning Team is 
holding a Craft Fair on Saturday, May 28 from 10 a.m. 
– 3 p.m.  Through the hard work of Craft Fair Chair, 
Lorraine Frederickson and a few other First Church 

elves, the Parish House is fully booked with crafters from 
all over!    The event will be entirely inside so there is no 
rain date planned.  What a great event in which to find 
unique crafts, gifts, and see the talents of so many artists!

 
APRIL CABINET REPORT 

 
Attendance – Lynn Carver, Tom Jahnke, Pastor Susan 
Thomas, Joyce Noyes, Betty Lou Hindle,  Nancy Segall, 
Lorraine Frederickson 
 
Scholarship Team – Del Borah and Stan Moody reported 
on an “Antique and Classic Car Donation Program” 
which would be a fundraising project for the Scholar-
ship Team. 
 
The Cabinet moved to Executive Session for the remain-
der of the meeting 
 
Masks – It was voted to require masks only for people 
who are not vaccinated.  For all others, masks will be op-
tional on the church campus. 
 
Board Reports: 

• Deacons – Marcia Hempel’s yearly evaluation 
was completed. 

• Christian Ed. – There was one candidate for the 
Children and Family Outreach Worker position. 

• Fellowship – Coffee Hour began on April 3rd.  
Snacks were provided for the Easter Egg Hunt. 
The Board will help with the church luncheon 
planned for July 10th. 

• Mission – The Shoebox Project for the homeless 
was completed on Easter.  The collection for the 
UCC Ukraine Relief Fund has totaled over  

 
$2,300.  The annual One Great Hour of Sharing offering 
was collected.  14 bags of groceries and $45 were do-
nated to the food pantry this month. 
 
Moderator’s Report – Lynn Carver spoke about the re-
cent resignation of Pastor Sue, and the reactions by many 
church members who want her to stay.  Lynn also spoke 
with our area minister who offered resources to help the 
church and Pastor Sue work out a plan to include real-
istic expectations and clear boundaries.  After further 
discussion and support for Pastor Sue, Cabinet members 
adopted the idea of creating a workable plan to address 
the issues, and of moving the pastor position to full time.   
Pastor Sue responded from her heart and decided to re-
scind her resignation.   
Lynn will send an email or letter to the members to in-
form them.  
 
Other Business: 

• Lorraine Frederickson reported on the Craft Fair 
which will be held on May 28. 

• The bylaw revisions were approved for presen-
tation at the Annual Meeting. 

• Del Borah was nominated and approved to join 
the Board of Christian Ed. 

• A meeting to work on the budget was scheduled. 
  

 
 



 
THE DEACONS’ DOOR. . . is always open 

 
“Time is the coin of your life.  It is the only coin you have, and only you can determine how it will be spent. Be careful 
lest you let other people spend it for you.” 
~Carl Sandburg 
 
Maybe we all need to step back and look at our individual coins, as life is so short - too short to be spent on hatred and 
anger.  Instead, let us try to spend it on love and forgiveness. 
 
Blessings, 
Your Diaconate 

Members & Friends Deacons’ List 
July 2021 - June 2022 

          

         DeeDee Dyer:   A - G 

         Edie Ruggles:    H - Mar 

         Lynn Carver:    Mas - Ram 

         Lynn Bitzer:      Rin - W 

         Shirley Mashoke: New Members & Friends 

To contact your Deacon please refer to our Church Directory for their contact information or talk to them at 
our Sunday Services. 

“I want to thank all those who sent cards and prayers my way after my recent surgery.  To have a Church family such 
as ours praying for you at such a critical time is a blessing which can’t be measured.  Blessings to you all,” 
~Lynn B 

 

 
 

Libby Arnold Stevens’ - CORNER THRIFT SHOP 
 
Thank you to all who contribute to the success of the 
Thrift Shop.  We continually rely on our wonderful vol-
unteers, our shoppers, and our donors.  During the 
month of April, we were able to transfer $5,000 to the 
First Church operating budget.  That makes a total of 
$42,900 for the current fiscal year. 
Our annual Memorial Day Weekend Sale will take place  

on May 27 and 28.  All items in the Shop will be 50%  
off! 
For the first time since 2019, the Thrift Shop workers 
will gather for a luncheon at Scargo Café.  We are very 
fortunate that a founding member of the Shop left a be-
quest for luncheons to recognize the Thrift Shop volun-
teers.  We are grateful for Doris Strangford’s generosity.  



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

UPCOMING 275TH ANNIVERSARY EVENTS & SERVICES 
 

• Saturday, May 28th from 10 am to 3 pm – Craft Fair 
• Sunday, June 12th at 10:30 am - Music Sunday 
• Sunday, June 26th at 3 pm – Harwich Women’s Chorus Concert 
• Sunday, July 10th after Worship-“Ding-a-long” Luncheon with the Bell Choir in the Parish House 
• Anniversary Celebration Weekend (August 13th and 14th) 

Saturday, August 13th from 3 to 5 pm-275th Strawberry Social with the Sound Dunes Swing Ensemble 
Sunday, August 14th – 275th Luncheon after Worship Service with concert by the Harwich Town Band 

• Saturday, September 24th at 3 pm – Ragtime Organ Concert with Marcia Hempel 
 

WHAT WILL BE YOUR LEGACY? 
 
Have you thought about your legacy? When you in-
clude First Church in your will or estate plan, you 
leave a lasting legacy. It reflects your values and en-
sures the continued mission of First Church in the 
future.  
To establish your legacy, please contact your attor-
ney and Tom Jahnke, the Treasurer of First Church, 

to discuss this matter. Before the end of a fiscal year, 
it is possible to establish this lasting gift, earn a full 
tax deduction on the bequest amount, as well as re-
tain some income from the funds during your life-
time.   
~ Bob Buchanan, Trustee 

 
EASTER WEEKEND AROUND FIRST CHURCH 

 
 
First Church had an awesome weekend this Easter! Start-
ing with the Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, with so many 
volunteers on hand, the most gracious and welcoming 
Easter Bunny to greet our friends and visitors, the 60 
children and their families, the 888 eggs to be found and 
enjoyed, the snacks and chocolate available in the Parish 
House, and the goodie bags to take home. Special 
thanks to everyone who volunteered to make it possible 
to offer this event to our church and our community- 
y'all rock! 
 
Easter Sunday began very early with a joint Sunrise 
Easter Worship Service at Winstead Inn in Harwich Port.  

Pastor Sue joined the Rev. Dr. Helen Nablo from Pilgrim 
and the Pastor Dianne from Harwich United Methodist 
Church at 5:45 a.m. as the clouds gave way to a beauti-
ful sunrise. Undaunted by the chilly morning, we had a 
full house and everyone enjoyed Winstead's hospitality 
of warm beverages and breakfast treats afterward. First 
Church's Easter service was beautiful and uplifting with 
many guests to fill our pews and so many children to 
ring us in with their chimes. We are blessed indeed and 
give thanks by saying together: "Christ is Risen!"; "He is 
Risen, Indeed!" 

 



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS IN MAY! 
 

6th  Betty Lou Hindle 
13th  Karen Goulis 
17th  Nancy Segall 
18th  John Bitzer 
26th  Ursula Hornig 

 
QUOTE TO PONDER 

 
 
“We are aggressively going after every aspect of what it takes to put everyone in an EV(electric vehicle)because we 
need millions of EV’s on the road to make a meaningful impact toward building a zero-emissions future.” Mark Reuss, 
President of General Motors Corp, speaking 1/22/22 about the billions of dollars General Motors will invest by 2025 
to manufacture electric vehicles.         ~Justice and Peace 
 

PRAYER LIST 
We encourage parishioners to call or email our Pastor or Office Administrator in our office by midweek                        with any new prayers so these can be printed 
and lifted up at Sunday worship. 
 

Solace & Peace: we bring before our Creator- loved ones, 
friends, neighbors- known and unknown to us- who have 
passed away, especially Mary Cox's mother, Vy. 
Healing & Comfort: Betty Lou’s daughter Celeste; 
Mary’s granddaughter Izzie; Joe’s brother-in-law Tom; 
Danny; Tom S.; children of the Ukraine; children who 
have lost family members to Covid; Orin’s brother Peter: 
Sarah Y. newly diagnosed with breast cancer; Edie; Mary 
Ann; Edie’s granddaughter, Heidi; Forester; Kapka; 
James S. bravely facing cancer treatment; Bianca’s 
daughter Toni Lynn who has pancreatic cancer; Katie R. 
who has brain cancer; Noah & his family as he recovers; 
John L’s friend Cynthia; Ava; Nancy’s friend Sal; Julie’s 
friend, Jack; DeeDee’s relatives; Joe B.’s daughter, 
daughter-in-law and nephew.  

Joys & Celebrations: We give thanks to God for an of-
fering season that bore much fruit! - Scholarship Fund; 
One Great Hour of Sharing; Ukraine Relief Fund; Easter 
Flowers donations to benefit "A Baby Center" and Easter 
Offering. Thank you, First Church, for your abundant gen-
erosity! 
Community & World: people of the Ukraine, Poland, and 
Bulgaria; living through Covid and its variants; poverty; near 
homeless and homelessness; the hungry; ill; unemployed; 
school employees and students; those suffering with addic-
tions; anxiety and depression; children & adults living with 
disabilities; all medical staff; first responders and caregivers; 
military personnel, victims of racism; immigrants and chil-
dren; a sustainable earth; and peace and justice in our homes, 
our communities, this great nation and the world we share.

 

FIRST CHURCH COVENANT 
Bound together as a Christian Church and depending upon the continued guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead us, we 
covenant together to walk in all our ways, according to the rule of the Gospel, in mutual love and respect to one another, 
to strive to carry out the teachings of Jesus Christ, and to love the Lord our God with all our hearts and our neighbors as 
ourselves.

FIRST CHURCH OPEN AND AFFIRMING STATEMENT 
We bid unqualified welcome to all who seek to know God and encourage full participation of all members in the life of 
the First Congregational Church of Harwich, a local congregation of the United Church of Christ.  We respect, support, 
and lovingly encourage people of every race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, age, and physical or mental ability to 
join us on our journey of faith. 
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